
APPENDIX F: 

MAMMAL SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

The following species accounts include specific information concern-

ing sighting localities, number of sightings, relative abundance, and habi-

tat preferences for each mammal species known from the Granite Mountains. 

The abundance notations listed are relative to only the number of individ-

uals encountered. These notations are roughly defined as: 

abundant--encountered 75%-100% of the time that appropriate habitats 
were visited. 

common--encountered 50%-75% of the time that appropriate habitats 
were visited. 

fairly common--encountered 25%-50% of the time that appropriate 
habitats were visited. 

uncommon--encountered less than 25% of the time that appropriate 
habitats were visited. 

rare--generally less than five sightings throughout the range. 

A "sighting" refers to one individual. Most of the sightings and speci-

mens listed are from this study, and were made by Sheryl S. Salasky (SSS). 

Other collections and sightings are from UC, Berkeley Museum of Vertebrate 

Zoology (MVZ), Los Angeles County Museum (LACM), California Academy of 

Sciences (CAS), and California State University at Long Beach (CSULB). 

Asterisks indicate species verified during previous studies but not ob-

served during this study. 

ORDER INSECTIVORA 

family Soricidae 

Notiosorex crawfordi crawfordi DESERT SHREW 

5 sightings: Cottonwood Canyon, Willow Spring Basin. 

This animal has been considered rare, probably due to the difficul
ties in capturing it. It had not been previously recorded in the East Mo
jave. Within a three-week period, five shrews were caught in sunken-can 
traps placed along the transect. Three of the specimens were from a south
facing, dry sandy wash at 4000' and 4500' where Acacia gregii, Yucca schidi
gera, and Sphaeralcea ambigua are the dominant plants. One shrew at 5800' 
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and one at 6000' were in or near a dry, sandy, upper-elevation wash in a 
Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. Permanent water is not a habitat requisite, but 
protected microhabitats are usually selected (Armstrong 1972). 

Specimens: SSS 052, 053, 054, 066, 067. 

ORDER CHIROPTERA 

family Vespertilionidae 

Myotis volans interior* LONG-LEGGED MYOTIS 

2 sightings: Snake Spring (Johnson et al. 1948); Coyote 
Springs (BLM 1976). 

This rare bat favors Upper Sonoran and Transition Zones (Ingles 1965) 
and has been collected in "desert scrub" and "foothill ecotones" at eleva
tions of 3200' to 4600' (BLM 1976). It can also be expected in Pinyon
Juniper Woodland. 

Myotis californicus stephensi CALIFORNIA MYOTIS 

1 sighting plus 3 previous records: Coyote Spring; Granite 
Pass; Snake Spring (Johnson et al. 1948). 

This bat is probably common in the area. It was netted at a pond at 
the base of a rocky slope surrounded by Yucca-Oluntia-Coleog~ne Scrub and 
Creosote Bush Scrub at 3300'. Johnson et al. ( 948) capture five at Snake 
Spring and Granite Pass on June 23, 1940. Lan Lester captured one at Coy
ote Springs on April 20, 1976 (BLM 1976). This bat seems to prefer rock
walled canyons where open water and leafy trees are available. They are 
also common in desert scrub near stock ponds and dry washes with cat claw 
and mesquite (Barbour and Davis 1969). 

Specimens: SSS 073. 

Pipistrellus hesperus hesperus WESTERN PIPISTRELLE 

30 sightings plus 3 previous records: Cove Spring, Coyote 
Springs; Cove Spring Pond; Snake Spring (Johnson et al. 1948). 

This is the smallest of the bats and the most common. Western p1p1-
strelle prefer rock crevices in rocky canyons, cliffs, or outcroppings for 
daytime retreats (Barbour and Davis 1969). Several times they were sighted 
drinking from the trough at Cove Spring during the daylight hours (between 
1400 and 1430). After flying down for a drink, one individual flew into a 
nearby rock, fell to the ground, and regained its composure a minute later. 
They are frequently seen foraging before sunset and remain out later into 
the morning than other bats. 

Specimens: SSS 071. 

Eptesicus fuscus pallidus* BIG BROWNBAT 

2 previous sightings: Granite Mountains (CSULB 7806); Snake Spring 
(Johnson et al. 1948). 

Probably uncommon in the Granites, this bat can be expected in all 
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habitats in the Granites above 3500'. 

Lasiurus cinereus* HOARY BAT 

1 sighting: Coyote Springs (LACM). 

Hoary bats are very rare in the area. This specimen was taken from 
"foothill ecotones" at 3200'. The species can be expected above 4000' in 
wooded habitats (BLM 1976). 

Antrozous pallidus pallidus PALLID BAT 

2 sightings: Coyote Springs. 

Listed by the URA as "probably uncommon", this bat had not been re
corded in the Granites previous to this study. Two individuals were netted 
flying over a pond on June 3, 1978 at 2245 and 2305. They were flying with 
western pipistrelles and California myotis. The habitat in which they were 
netted was a rocky outcrop surrounded by Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub and 
Creosote Bush Scrub at 3300'. They can be expected 1n brushy and rocky 
habitats (BLM 1976). 

Specimens: SSS 074. 

family Molossidae 

Tadarida brasiliensis mexicana MEXICAN FREE-TAIL BAT 

5 sightings plus 2 previous records: Dripping Spring Pond, 
Coyote Springs (LACM), Granite Mountains (CSULB). 

Although listed as "probably rare" by the URA, this bat is probably 
of occasional occurrence. On two different excursions (May 31 and June 5, 
1978), a total of five individuals were netted at the same site. The habi
tat consisted of riparian growth surrounding the 10-by-30-meter pond at 
4000' near the base of a massive granite outcrop. These bats are character
istic of the lower and upper Sonoran life zones and commonly range into the 
transition zone (Barbour and Davis 1969). 

Specimens: SSS 072. 

ORDER LAGOMORPHA 

family Leporidae 

Lepus californicus deserticola BLACK-TAILED JACKRABBIT 

More than 100 sightings plus numerous previous sightings: 
entire study area. 

This abundant animal prefers brushy areas in flat terrain, but was 
also seen up to 6000' among shrubs in the Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. They 
tend to seek shelter and protection under black brush and Haplopap~us, as 
well as other low brush. They forage on roadside vegetation fromusk un
til dawn and were often encountered crossing the Kelbaker Road and other 
dirt roads. Car headlights at night seemed to mesmerize and attract these 
animals. 
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Sylvilagus auduboni arizonae DESERT COTTONTAIL 

More than 100 sightings plus numerous previous records: en
tire study area. 

Seen most commonly on the bajada, this abundant animal preferred the 
brushy areas of Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub as low as 3500'. It was seen 
scurrying among low brush in the Pinyon-Juniper Woodland up to 6000'. It 
commonly can be seen foraging along the Kelbaker Road and other dirt roads 
in the area. Many young were observed throughout May. 

ORDER RODENTIA 

family Sciuridae 

Spermophilus tereticaudus tereticaudus ROUND-TAILED GROUND SQUIRREL 

5 sightings plus one previous record: Devil's Playground Wash; 
Budweiser Wash. 

This animal is uncommon except in the stabilized dunes and is usu
ally restricted to this habitat. The five individuals, all juveniles, were 
seen at 1880' and 2440', but range up to 3500'. Their pelage color matches 
the sand. 

Specimens: SSS 068, 069. 

Spermophilus veriegatus grammurus ROCK SQUIRREL 

5 sightings plus 6 previous records: Dripping Spring; Cotton
wood Basin; Snake Spring (Johnson et al. 1948). 

The rock squirrel is uncommon throughout the study area. It is re
stricted to rock outcrops and was seen in the Yucca-Opuntia-Coleog~ne Scrub 
at 4100' and in the Pinyon-Juniper Woodland at 5500'. These sight1ngs were 
made during the afternoon on warm spring days. 

Ammospermophilus leucurus leucurus WHITE-TAILED ANTELOPE GROUND SQUIRREL 

More than 100 sightings plus numerous previous records: Cot
tonwood Wash and Basin; Dripping Spring; Willow Spring Basin; 
Cove Spring; Twin Springs; Coyote Springs; Granite Pass; 
Snake Spring. 

A. leucurus has been observed in almost all communities and habitats 
except the stabilized dunes. It was present on the bajada lands of Creo
sote Bush Scrub and Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub, and on boulder outcrops 
in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, and Mixed Mountain Scrub. Sightings ranged 
from 3450' to 5500'. This animal was more active during the middle of the 
day than at any other time; its thermal neutral zone (body temperature 90-
1070 F.) is higher than that of any other non-sweating mammal (Ingles 1965). 

The specimen, unintentionally caught by Rick Seegmiller of the BLM 
in a leg-trap, was a female pregnant with nine embryos. 

Specimens: SSS 058. 

352 



Eutarnias panarnintinus panarnintinus PANAMINT CHIPHUNK 

14 sightings plus 6 previous records: Willow Spring Basin; 
Granite Peak Plateau; Cottonwood Basin; Snake Spring (John
son et al. 1948); Granite Pass (Johnson et al. 1948). 

Common in the higher elevations of Mojave mountain ranges, this ani
mal was only seen in the Pinyon-Juniper Woodland near rocky outcrops. In 
most instances it was observed chattering rapidly while perched atop high 
boulders. One individual that was digging a burrow in loose granite scree 
below a rocky outcrop chattered wildly when I carne upon it. The Granite 
Mountains are the southerrnost boundary of the species range (Johnson et al. 
1948). 

Specimens: SSS 018, 043. 

family Geornyidae 

Thornornys bottae providentialis VALLEY POCKET GOPHER 

2 sightings plus 3 previous records: Cottonwood Wash; Granite 
Peak Plateau; Snake Spring (Johnson et al. 1948); Granite Pass 
(Johnson et al. 1948); Coyote Spring (LACM). 

Although this animal was only sought after with traps a few times, 
the presence of its burrows indicated that the gopher is of common occur
rence. The burrows are common along the transect in flat areas among rocky 
or wooded terrain. The animal was seen in Yucca-Opuntia-Coleoghne Scrub at 
4000' and in the Pinyon-Juniper Woodland at 6000'. Our two sig tings were 
of animals caught in sunken-can traps along the transect. 

Specimens: SSS 057. 

family Heterornyidae 

Perognathus longirnernbris longirnernbris LITTLE POCKET MOUSE 

6 sightings plus 6 previous records: Dripping Spring; Devil's 
Playground Wash; Budweiser Wash; Cottonwood Wash; Snake Spring 
(Johnson et al. 1948); Coyote Springs (LACM); Granite Pass 
(LACM); Granite Cove (CAS). 

Considered common, this pocket mouse prefers a 
than Perognathus forrnosus (long-tailed pocket mouse). 
most often found in flat areas of Creosote Bush Scrub 
Coleogyne Scrub. It was sighted from 2100' to 4100', 
to 57 0 0' (BLM 19 7 6) . 

Specimens: SSS 006, 032, 070. 

finer soil substrate 
~· longirnernbris was 

or Yucca-Opuntia
but can be expected 

Perognathus forrnosus rnajavensis LONG-TAILED POCKET MOUSE 

16 sightings plus 6 previous records: Willow Spring Basin; 
Cove Spring; Budweiser Wash; Cottonwood Wash (LACM); Coyote 
Spring (BLM 1976); Granite Pass (Johnson et al. 1948); Snake 
Spring (Johnson et al. 1948). 

Very common in its preferred habitats, this animal was found between 
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elevations of 2100' and 5750'. It seemed to prefer Mixed Mountain Scrub, 
but was also commonly found on desert pavement near Creosote Bush and Yucca
Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub. 

Specimens: SSS 008, 056. 

Perognathus spinatus spinatus SPINY POCKET MOUSE 

1 sighting plus 1 previous record: Willow Spring Basin; 
Coyote Springs (CSULB). 

This rare animal can be expected in rocky terrain with vegetation 
characteristic of the Sonoran desert (BLM 1976). Isolated populations vary 
in their habitat preferences, making it difficult to predict those prefer
ences (BLM 1976). The specimen from this study was taken at 4000' from a 
dry, sandy wash in the bottom of a rocky south-facing canyon dominated by 
Acacia gregii, Yucca schidigera, Ferocactus acanthodes, Ephedra sp., and 
Shhaeralcea amb1gua. The only other specimen in th1s area was taken from 
t e eastern slopes of the Granites, at Coyote Springs, by CSULB in 1965. 
This specimen was a northern range extension record. 

Specimens: SSS 010. 

Dipodomys panamintinus caudatus PANAMINT KANGAROO RAT 

2 sightings plus 1 previous sighting: Cottonwood Wash; Snake 
Spring; Granite Pass (LACM). 

The relative abundance of this animal is questionable. During this 
study, two specimens were obtained: one was found dead on a dirt road in 
Cottonwood Wash at 3800'; the other was trapped on May 12, 1978, at Snake 
Spring by Richard MacMillen of the University of California, Irvine. Ac
cording to the URA, this species should be common above 4100'. ~cauda
tus is an isolated subspecies of southeastern California and soutnern Nevada 
(Hall and Kelson 1959). 

Specimens: SSS 051. 

Dipodomys merriami merriami MERRIAM'S KANGAROO RAT 

30+ sightings plus 6 previous records: Dripping Spring; Dev
il's Playground Wash; Cove Spring; Budweiser Wash; Coyote 
Springs; Twin Springs; Granite Pass (BLM 1976); Snake Spring 
(Johnson et al. 1948). 

This kangaroo rat is very common in most habitats below the pinyon 
belt. I observed it from 2100' to 4100', but the URA reports it as high as 
5700'. It was frequently found in wide desert washes dominated by creosote 
bush, and on the bajada in Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub. It was less fre
quently encountered in the stabilized dunes. We often observed this species 
while driving at night on dirt roads. 

Specimens: SSS 029. 

Dipodomys deserti deserti DESERT KANGAROO RAT 

5 sightings: Playground Wash. 
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This animal is restricted to areas of windblown sand at least 20" 
deep (Hall and Kelson 1959). Such a habitat exists in the study area only 
in a small patch near the north end of the range at 2440 1

• Its burrows 
have been observed on the southeast slopes of the Granite Mountains (BLM 
1976). The population of this uncommon species is fragile due to its de
pendence on a habitat that is susceptible to disturbance by off-road ve
hicles, grazing, and foot traffic (BLM 1976). 

Specimens: SSS 060. 

family Cricetidae 

Peromyscus crinitus stephensi CANYON MOUSE 

SO+ sightings plus 5 previous records: Budweiser Wash; Wil
low Spring Basin; Cottonwood Basin; Granite Peak Plateau, 
Granite Pass (Johnson et al. 1948); Coyote Spring (CSULB). 

Probably the most abundant of the white-footed deer mice, this mouse 
was observed throughout the range from 2100 1 to 6000 1

• It prefers mountain 
washes, rocky slopes, and canyons with rocky outcrops. 

Specimens: SSS 002, 003, 004, 005, 007, 009, 012, 013, 015, 016, 
017, 021, 022, 024, 025, 026, 027, 028, 040, 047, 050. 

Peromyscus eremicus eremicus* CACTUS MOUSE 

2 sightings: Coyote Springs (LACM); Granite Pass (MVZ). 

Found in habitats with heavy cover from 2000 1 to over 4000 1
, this mouse 

is reported by the URA as common. Hain areas of habitation are Creosote 
Bush Scrub, and Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub, Mixed Mountain Scrub, upper 
and brushy lower-elevation washes. 

Peromyscus maniculatus sonoriensis* DEER MOUSE 

Granite Pass (MVZ). 

The URA considers the deer mouse a vertebrate "weed" because it is 
so common and widespread throughout the eastern Mojave. It has been col
lected from 1900 1 to 5700 1 in almost every habitat type in the eastern Mo
jave. However, Johnson et al. (1948) encountered this species of Peromyscus 
less than any other, and we never observed it. 

Peromyscus boylei rowleyi BRUSH MOUSE 

5 sightings: Bull Canyon; Cottonwood Canyon. 

This is a new sighting for the Granites and the only recent sighting 
in the eastern Mojave. The only other eastern Mojave record (Osgood 1909) 
is from the Providence Mountains. The brush mouse may be fairly common in 
brushy habitats near water; it was found at 4850 1 in dense stands of Bac
charis ser5iloides and cottonwoods near running water in a mountain wasn, 
and at 575 ; near a water hole in a mountain wash in a pinyon-juniper-oak 
woodland. 

Specimens: SSS 035, 041, 042, 061, 062. 
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Peromyscus truei truei PINYON ~lOUSE 

30 sightings plus 2 previous records: Granite Peak Plateau; 
Cottonwood Basin; Willow Spring Basin; Granite Pass (Johnson 
et al. 1948). 

This mouse is common in its preferred habitat. It was captured from 
4500 1 to 6000 1 in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. Several of the adult males had 
scars on their bellies, possibly left from botfly larvae. Many juveniles 
were encountered during the first week in May 1978 at Granite Peak Plateau. 

Specimens: SSS 014, 033, 034, 036, 038, 039, 045, 046, 048, 055, 
063, 064, 065. 

Onychomys torridus plucher* SOUTHERN GRASSHOPPER ~lOUSE 

2 sightings: Snake Spring (MVZ); Granite Pass (LACM). 

This rare- to- uncommon mouse can be expected from 3200 1 to 5 700 1 in 
areas that support yuccas, in the upper slopes of alluvial fans where the 
soil is coarse and firmly packed, in upper elevation washes, and in the 
Pinyon-Juniper Woodland (BLM 1976). 

Neotoma lepida lepida DESERT WOODRAT 

SO+ sightings plus 5 previous records: Cottonwood Wash and 
Basin; Dripping Spring; Granite Peak Plateau; Dripping Spring 
Pond; Cove Spring; Budweiser Wash; Devil 1 s Playground Wash; 
Granite Pass (Johnson et al. 1948); Coyote Spring (LACM). 

This animal occurs abundantly in most habitats in the study area 
from 2000 1 to 6000 1

• It is dependent upon plants such as yucca and chollas 
for nest-building materials. I found woodrats to be particularly abundant 
in the Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub at 4250 1 and 5000 1 in Cottom1ood Wash. 
In the Pinyon-Jun1per Woodland it was found nesting in granite boulder out
crops and crevices. 

Woodrats were often hosts for warble worms (botfly larvae). From 
the end of April through May, many female woodrats appeared to be pregnant 
or lactating. A specimen taken on May 4, 1978 contained four embryos. On 
April 28, 1978, three juvenile woodrats were found abandoned in a wash. 

Specimens: SSS 011, 037, 059. 

Neotoma fuscipes* DUSKY-FOOTED WOOD~AT 

2 sightings: Cottonwood Canyon (LACM). 

This animal is considered a Pacific coast species that lives west of 
the Sierra Nevada. Two specimens were collected by Lan Lester of LACM in 
April 1976. They were taken at 4800 1 from a steep, rocky canyon covered by 
a pinyon-juniper-oak woodland. This is a range extension of more than 100 
miles east of the nearest known locality (Hall and Kelson 1959). The popu
lation is thought to be concentrated within a few acres and could be wiped 
out by trapping (BLM 1976). 

It is possible that this is a previously undescribed subspecies of 
N. fuscipes that may qualify for the federal threatened species list or may 
i"1"e designated "sensitive" by the BUI. 
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ORDER CARNIVORA 

family Canidae 

Canis latrans mearnsi COYOTE 

5 sightings plus 39 previous records: Cottonwood Wash; Gran
ite Cove; Devil's Playground Wash; Kelbaker Road; Granite Pass; 
Southern Granite Mountains. 

This animal is probably common throughout the area, occurring in all 
habitats. It was seen from 2100' to 4550', mostly at lower elevations in 
flat, shrubby terrain. It is an important predator on rodents. 

Vulpes macrotis arsipus* KIT FOX 

1 previous record (LACM). 

It can be expected below 5000' in most habitats, but appears to pre
fer flat sandy areas and rolling hills in creosote bush communities. Kit 
foxes are fully protected by California State Law. 

Urocyon cinereoargenteus scotti GRAY FOX 

3 sightings plus 1 previous record: Willow Spring Basin; High-
way 40 and Kelbaker Road; Cottonwood Canyon (BLM 1976); Sheep Corral. 

The gray fox prefers yucca and pinyon-juniper habitats but can be 
expected in most others (BLM 1976). Two sightings (one, a roadkill on In
terstate 40, the other, skeletal remains in Sheep Corral), were in flatter
rain. The third sighting was at 5000' on a ridge above a rocky wash. This 
animal is partially protected in California and can only be hunted during 
winter months. 

Specimens: SSS 001. 

family Bassaricidae 

Bassariscus astutus nevadensis RINGTAIL CA~ CACOMISTLE 

5 sightings: Dripping Spring. 

Two different individuals were observed several times in our camp at 
Dripping Spring, 4100'. One had a thicker, bushier tail than the other. 
Though rodents are their main diet, they were seen rummaging through our 
food supply, after dark, usually when human activity was low. Apples, bread, 
avocados, and raisins were favorite foods, whereas candy and marshmallows 
were ignored. One individual escaped with the specimen skull of Di~odomys 
merriami. It also tried to attack a caged Eutamias panamintinus an three 
baby woodrats that were being hand fed at our camp. The ringtail is fully 
protected by California State Law. 

family Mustelidae 

Taxidea taxus berlandieri BADGER 

2 sightings: Coyote Spring; Cottonwood Wash. 
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The badger is uncommon, probably due to its position high in the 
food chain. It is found mostly in flat, sandy areas of creosote or Yucca
Opunti~-Coleo~yne Scrub where it ca~ burrow. Fresh burrows were observed 
on Apr1l 9 an May 27 near Cove Spr1ng at 4100'. They were about 10'' in 
diameter and were at the base of a cholla and a creosote bush. Both were 
not more than 5' from dirt roads. Two individuals were caught on May 10 
and 11 at 3200' and 4120'. Badgers are partially protected in California 
by a restricted season from November to February. 

Spilogale putorius gracilis SPOTTED SKUNK 

3 sightings: Dripping Springs. 

The several sightings throughout the study may have been the same 
individual that inhabited a large granitic outcrop in the transition zone 
between Yucca-Opuntia-ColeoElne Scrub and scattered pinyon-junipers. This 
was at our camp, the Bunny ub, at Dripping Spring, 4100'. The skunk was 
only observed at night when it was scavenging for food tidbits. On the 
evening of May 4, 1978, a definite skunk odor was detected near a large 
granitic outcrop on Granite Peak Plateau; no animal was seen. 

family Felidae 

Felis concolor californica MOUNTAIN LION 

2 sightings plus 1 previous sighting: Granite Peak (tracks); 
ridge above Dripping Spring (Ford); Granite Pass (Parker). 

Due 
this area. 
a visitor. 
Art Parker 
California 

to its large territorial requirements, few individuals occur in 
One was seen above our campsite on June 9, 1978 by David Ford, 
Tracks were observed on a rocky ridge just west of Granite Peak. 

has seen one at Granite Pass. This animal is fully protected by 
state law. 

Lynx rufus baileyi BOBCAT 

2 sightings plus 100+ previous trapping records: Twin Springs; 
southern Granite Mountains (Parker). 

This species has a wide range and can be expected in most habitats 
except the dunes. Two females were leg-trapped by Rick Seegmiller of the 
BLM near elevations of 3400' and 3520' in desert washes with creosote bush. 
Art Parker (pers. comm. 1978) reported that 85 bobcats were trapped in the 
Granites in 1977 for their fur; supposedly, 98% of the cats taken were tom
cats. Robert Vernoy reported that trappers took over SO bobcats from the 
southern Granites in a two-week period in January and February 1976 (BLM 
1976). 

ORDER PERISSODACTYLA 

family Equidae 

Equus asinus 

60+ sightings plus numerous previous sightings: Budweiser 
Wash; Bull Canyon; Cottonwood Wash; Coyote Springs; Kelbaker 
Roadside; Playground Wash. 
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These introduced animals range among a variety of habitats from ba
jada to steep mountain slopes. It is thought that they compete with deer 
and bighorn sheep for water and forage. Burros are currently protected by 
the Federal Wild Horse and Burro Act of 1971. About 40-70 are known to 
exist in the Granites (BLM 1976). We saw them ranging in herds of 2 to 13. 

ORDER ARTIODACTYLA 

family Cervidae 

Odocoileus hemionus californica MULE DEER 

1 sighting of tracks: Bull Canyon. 

Mule deer were introduced into the Providence Mountains by the Cal
ifornia Department of Fish and Game in 1948. During our field work, deer 
tracks were seen along the creek-bed in Bull Canyon below 4400'. Antlers 
were found near Granite Peak and in Cottonwood Canyon. This big-game ani
mal prefers areas where food, water, and cover are provided by high-eleva
tion washes (above 4300'), Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, and "chaparral-type" 
habitats (BLM 1976). 

family Bovidae 

Ovis canadensis nelsoni DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP 

14+ sightings plus several previous sightings: Granite Peak; 
Bull Canyon; Western Granite Mountains; Granite Pass (Johnson 
et al. 1948). 

This shy animal inhabits steep, rocky slopes where it seeks cover 
and protection at elevations about 3500'. Its tracks have been sighted be
low 3500' along a creek-bed that contained flowing water. A herd of 13 
sheep was observed at 4000' in the remote western end of the range, and 
another group was seen on a ridge above Bull Canyon at about 4300'. Al
though the greatest abundance of bighorns appears to be in these western 
areas, two skulls were found in the south and east portions of the range-
one in Willow Spring Basin, and the other on Granite Peak Plateau. Popu
lations of this uncommon species appear to be declining due to habitat 
encroachment by humans and feral burros. 
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APPENDIX G: 
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4 

5 
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18 
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Acres 

606.16 
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LAND OWNERSHIP 

Owner 

SP 

SP 

Owner 

uc 
Rayle, Mabel & Isabel 
Wilson, et al. 

MNL Survey No. 6553 Iron Victory 
and Iron Victory #1 Lodes. 

Patent No. 1156864 
Located in W~ Section 2 
Rest of Section 2, govt. land: 566.40 acres 

611.68 

640 

635.84 

644.04 

640 

640 

640 

Acres 

SW 40 Acres Fractional} 
SW~ Section 4 

602.6 

640 

69.94 
-Lots 3 & 4 

80 
-E~ SW~ Section 18 } 

W60, SE~ Section 18 
ElOO,SE~ Section 18 

Rest of Section 18, U.S. Govt: 
N~ Fractional Section 18: 309.18 Acres 
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sP 
SP 

State of Calif. 

SP 

SP 

SP 
State of Calif. 

Owner 

Tuck, Jerald A. and 
Lucille A. 

uc 
uc 

Parker, Art & 
Lowell a 


