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Preceding page: Northwest of Granite Peak lies Bull Canyon, an impressive 
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INTRODUCTION 

In view of the impending land management decisions concerning the 

Granite ~lountains, we offer a series of basic land-use and resource manage

ment recommendations. The recommendations are based on the information and 

experience we have gained in the Granites, and on the experience of wildland 

managers in other areas. We hope that the concepts and spirit of our sug

gestions will be incorporated into any land-use decisions pertaining to 

the Granite Mountains. 

These recommendations are aimed primarily at the Bureau of Land Man

agement and the University of California Natural Lands and Water Reserves 

System-the agencies most directly involved in planning for the future of 

the range. We also encourage the use of these recommendations by other 

agencies involved in the management of the Granites, such as the California 

Department of Fish and Game, the California State Lands Commission, the 

Federal Aviation Administration, and the San Bernardino County Road Depart

ment. The support of these agencies is necessary if a unified program for 

the protection of the resources is to be implemented. Ultimately, however, 

the fate of the Granites will rest with the individuals who use the area. 

We urge that scientists, educators, recreationists, ranchers, and all others 

who use the range conduct their activities in a sensitive manner that will 

allow the preservation of the natural and cultural resources of the Granite 

t·lountains. 

Our management recommendations are divided into three groups: Gen

eral Recommendations, Research Natural :\rea ~1anagement, and \Vi ldcrness 

r-;anagement. General recommendations are those concerned with the range un

der its present and proposed land-use designations. The other sections 

deal with these proposed land-use designations and their implementation. 
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GENERAL RECOMHENDATIONS 

Establish a Granite Mountains Research Natural Area to complement the pres

ent University of California Natural Reserve. 

The Research Natural Area (RNA) should be used primarily for scienti

fic and educational purposes, and should be managed jointly by the Bureau 

of Land Management and the University of California Natural Land and Water 

Reserves System. The RNA should encompass the Cottonwood Basin watershed 

and the southeast spur of the range, a total of approximately 7300 acres 

(2970 hectares). 

Include the Granite Mountains and surrounding roadless areas in the National 

Wilderness Preservation System. 

We recommend that the proposed Research Natural Area be excluded 

from this designation to allow for vehicles and equipment in Cottonwood 

Basin. The possibility of overlapping wilderness and research area boun

daries should be explored. 

Limit vehicle use to designated roads. 

Many botanical, zoological, and archaeological resources are re

stricted to bajadas and sandy washes; off-road vehicle use is detrimental 

to these resources, and should be prohibited. 

Prohibit camping near springs. 

Springs are vital to the survival of many wildlife species in the 

area. The presence of campers at these watering sources often preempts 

their use by wildlife; camping should be allowed no closer than 300 feet. 

Prohibit camping at known archaeological sites. 

Some archaeological sites have been severely damaged by campers. 

Reduce the grazing authorization in the Granite ~lountains allotment by 37% 

(1743 AUNs) as suggested by the 1976 BU.! Range Survey findings. 

Records from ~·li tchell Caverns State Park show an above-average 
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rainfall for 1976, indicating that this range survey reflects normal range 

conditions rather than drought-related information. 

Eliminate or reJuce burro populations in the Granite tlountains. 

Burros compete with bighorn sheep for forage and space, monopolize 

and foul water-holes, and disrupt the natural vegetation. This elimination 

should be accomplished by any legal and practical means. 

No public campgrounds should be developed in the Granite Mountains or on 

the peripheral bajadas. 

Developed campgrounds would tend to increase recreational uses that 

are incompatible with Wilderness and Research Natural Area values. 
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RESEARCH NAT'JRAL AREA MANAGEMENT 

The success of the Research Natural Area as a scientific and educa

tional resource depends upon the integrity of its natural and cultural 

features. 

Permission to use the Research Natural Area should be granted only to those 

individuals or institutions with legitimate research or educational inter

ests. 

Research Natural Area use permits, defining permissible activities, should 

be issued by the reserve management on an ad hoc basis. 

In all cases, users should be required to minimize their impacts on 

the area. Plants and animals, either living or dead, should be collected 

only for research purposes. When permitted, manipulative practices should 

be confined to designated areas, and conducted in a non-destructive manner 

that will allow the restitution of the natural features in a reasonable 

length of time. Users should remove any paraphernalia (flagging tape, can 

traps, stakes, etc.} at the end of their project. 

Prohibit hunting and shooting in the Research Natural Area. 

These activities are incompatible with the objectives of the RNA 

designation. Hunting should be discouraged in the rest of the range to pro

tect sensitive wildlife species such as bighorn sheep. 

Withdraw the RNA from mineral location and development. 

No commercially important mining has taken place in this area, and 

the prospects for economically significant mineral development appear poor. 

Mineral prospecting and exploration work could have severe impacts on the 

natural area. 

The unpatented Golden Legend claim, located within the proposed RNA 

boundaries, should be assessed to determine its actual mineral potential. 
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Exclude grazing from the Research Natural Area. 

Cattle and burro use of this area is incompatible with natural area 

values. This exclusion will reduce the grazing authorization in the Gran

ite ~fountains allotment by 1% (44 AW.Is). To partially accomplish this ex

clusion, the old fence across the mouth of Cottonwood Basin could be restored 

and expanded. 

Allow only authorized vehicles on roads within the Research Natural Area. 

Vehicle use should be limited to legitimate research and educational 

needs, and to maintenance and management of the area. Recreational vehicle 

access into the RNA can result in the degradation of habitat, disruption of 

scientific experiments, and vandalism of equipment. Limiting access to 

hikers would alleviate much of this problem. We recommend that this ve

hicle closure be accomplished gradually due to the well-known problems of 

enforcing such closures in remote desert areas. 

Limit Wilderness Area access through the Research Natural Area to hikers 

with wilderness permits. 

This would allow hikers to pass through the area with a minimum of 

disruption to research efforts. The use of alternative wilderness access 

routes such as Willow Spring Basin, Bull Canyon, and Junk Car Wash should 

be encouraged. 

Institute an environmental monitoring program in the research natural area. 

The monitoring of long-term changes in the physical and biotic en

vironment is an important function of an RNA. Accordingly, weather sta

tions, and vegetation photostations and sample plots should be established 

to record these changes. 

Establish a research support base for storage of specimens and equipment at 

an already disturbed site, or at an existing habitation. 

Any new construction should be preceded by a thorough archaeological 

survey of the site. 
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Discourage rockclimbing on the "White Fang" pinnacle in Section 17 TSN Rl3E 

of the University reserve. 

This popular climbing rock is the site of the only known golden 

eagle nest in the Granite Mountains. The climbing routes are mostly on the 

south and east faces; the nest is situated on the north face. It is not 

known whether the presence of climbers is affecting the eagles, however, 

the potential for disturbance exists. 
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WILDERNESS MANAGEMENT 

Although Mojave Desert mountain ranges have been affording wilder-

ness-type activities to a small number of people for many years, these 

areas have only recently been widely recognized for their wilderness qual-

ities. There are few precedents for the management of desert wilderness 

areas; the field of wilderness management itself is still developing. Part 

of the difficulty in managing these areas is that wilderness is a psycholo-

gical as well as environmental concept. It represents a wide range of ex-

periences and values associated with primitive settings. Consequently, 

wilderness management policies differ, reflecting the philosophies of the 

administering agencies. John Hendee and George Stankey* of the U.S. Forest 

Service suggest that two contrasting management philosophies~anthropocen-

tric and biocentric~have become dominant. 

The anthropocentric philosophy assigns human use of the wilderness 

as the primary objective. Hendee and Stankey 1-:rite that "the goal of main-

taining the integrity of the natural environment is secondary to enhancing 

and providing opportunities for recreational and other human uses in a 

primitive setting." Under this management philosophy, "protective develop-

ments" such as trails and campgrounds are often constructed to accommodate 

wilderness users. Increased use of the area resulting from such develop-

ments may have a greater impact on the natural features than the original 

activities. 

The biocentric approach emphasizes the "natural integrity of the 

wilderness ecosystem.'' Hendee and Stankey argue that although certain rec-

reational values may not be capitalized upon, the protection and preserva-

tion of these areas allow other values- recreational, scientific, and vi-

carious- to be maximized. At the same time, a biocentric approach preserves 

the option to initiate more intensive management should it be warranted at a 

later time. 

*Hendee, J.C. and Stankey, G.H. 
ment. BioScience 9: 535-538. 

1973. Biocentricity in Wilderness Manage-
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We feel that a biocentric management approach should be employed in 

the Granite Hountains. Because of the relatively pristine conditions, na

tural travel corridors within the range, and availability of other more 

heavily developed wilderness and recreational areas we suggest that the 

Granites be preserved in a wild and natural state. This approach seems 

particularly fitting in view of the substantial but delicate scientific and 

educational resources located in the Granite Mountains. The following man

agement recommendations are offered with this biocentric philosophy in mind. 

No trails should be constructed in the Wilderness Area. 

Developed recreational trails would diminish the primitive charac

ter of the area, and would intensify use and related impacts, especially 

around such trails. Though the terrain is rugged, most parts of the range 

are accessible to foot traffic. 

Institute a wilderness permit system. 

This system would educate wilderness users about backcountry manners, 

rules, regulations, and resource values. The system would provide estimates 

of use intensity (essential information for management) and would provide a 

mechanism for controlling access, should management goals require this. 

Institute a wilderness quality monitoring program. 

Because of the present low level of use in the area, there is an 

excellent opportunity to monitor increasing recreational impacts in the 

Granite Mountains. A monitoring program will allow land managers to fore

stall irreversible resource damage. Some of the potential impacts that 

should be monitored are: decrease in wood supply from use as campfire 

fuel; erosion of slopes and trampling of vegetation by hikers; improper dis

posal of litter and human wastes; and disturbance of wildlife by human 

activities. Appropriate wilderness management techniques should be em

ployed when resource damage is indicated. These techniques may include en

couraging the use of chemical stoves and/or the elimination of wood fires, 

encouraging the use of a variety of access routes, closure of areas should 
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foot traffic initiate severe erosion, and seasonal closure of water sources 

essential to wildlife. 

Restrict air traffic over the Wilderness and Research Natural Areas to al

titutes greater than 3000 feet above surface level, except when aircraft 

are needed for administrative purposes. 

Low-flying helicopters and planes have a disruptive effect on wild

life and wilderness users. Administrative use of aircraft should be held 

to a minimum but may include rescues, surveys, and research support oper

ations. 
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