
APPENDIX D: 

REPTILE AND AMPHIBIAN SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

The following species accounts include specific information concern

ing sighting localities, number of sightings, relative abundance, habitat 

and substrate preferences, and location of museum specimens for each spe

cies. Specimen record abbreviations are defined as follows: MVZ--UC 

Berkeley, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology; LACM--Los Angeles County Museum; 

RLM-- Richard L. Hinden. 

ORDER SALIENTA 

family Bufonidae 

Bufo punctatus RED-SPOTTED TOAD 

Bull Canyon, Carr Wash, Cottonwood Basin, Cove Spring, Coyote 
Spring, Playground Wash, Snake Spring and Willow Spring Basin-
hundreds sighted plus over 300 previous records. 

The red spotted toad is the only amphibian found in the study area 
and indeed it is the only amphibian known to occur in much of the Mojave 
Desert. It is common to abundant in the Granite Mountains and was observed 
at elevations between 2800' and 5100'. It is restricted to areas with sub
stantial water sources, and thus it was found at ponds, springs,watercatch
ments and intermittent creeks. Due to their moisture requirements, toads 
were infrequently observed during the hot daylight hours but were found in 
congregations at water sources at night. Though one individual was found 
approximately three miles from the nearest known source of water, they sel
dom venture farther than several hundred yards from water except on rainy 
nights (Brown 1976). 

Eggs and tadpoles were usually found in the sheltered slower moving 
parts of creeks or at the edge of ponds. Amplexing pairs were seen from 
April 26 until the end of the study in early June, and tadpoles were noted 
as early as April 17. As reported by Johnson et al. (1948), adult toads 
were found to occur in a bimodal size range. The large ones are about 
lOOmm in total length, and the smaller ones are roughly half this size. 

Speciments: RLI\1 021 and 022, MVZ 35583-35623 and LACM 23247. 

ORDER SAURIA 

family Gekkonidae 

Coleonyx variegatus variegatus DESERT BANDED GECKO 

Cove Spring and Junk Car Wash--3 sighted plus 1 previous rec
ord. 

Three geckos were discovered in the study area at elevations of 
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3400', 3950' and 4100'. One was encountered under a rock on a rocky slope, 
another was under a yucca log in Yucca-Opuntia-Coleo~lne Scrub, and the 
third was on a wooden ramp among boulders in sparse~nyon-Juniper Woodland. 
Brown (1976) reports this species to be expected in most habitats below 
5000' and especially common in washes, bajadas, vegetated sand dunes and 
rocky slopes. 

Specimens: RLH 017. 

family Iguanidae 

Dipsosaurus dorsalis dorsalis DESERT IGUANA 

Carr Wash and the stabilized dunes---10 sightings plus 1 pre
vious record. 

This large lizard was only occasionally observed in the study area 
at elevations ranging from 2000' (BLM 1976) to 2800'. Iguanas were usually 
found late in the morning on hot days in either wide sandy washes or in 
stabilized sand dunes. It is expected to be more common in the low,dry 
washes on the north and west sides of the range than is indicated by the 
scarcity of sightings. One individual was discovered approximately 16" 
above ground in the top of some galleta grass (Hilaria rigida). 

Specimens: RLM 008, 

Sauromalus obesus obesus WESTERN CHUCKWALLA 

Budweiser Wash, Carr Wash, Cove Spring, Granite Pass, Junk Car 
Wash, and Willow Spring Basin---over 25 sightings plus 16 pre
vious records. 

Chuckwallas were frequently encountered in the study area at eleva
tions ranging from 2400' to 4400'. They are restricted to rocky habitats 
and were usually observed atop boulders and among rocky outcrops and ledges. 
Foraging individuals were occasionally surprised several yards from rocky 
cover and would scramble quickly to the protection of some crevice. One 
such individual was feeding 2.5' up in the periphery of the senna bush 
(Cassia armata) approximately 30 yards from any suitable cover. On May 10, 
a part1cularly small chuckwalla (SVL 86mm; Wt. 24.5g) was discovered in a 
transition area between sand dunes and creosote bush bajada. This was of 
interest as the area was free of any sizable rocks and offered very little 
suitable cover. 

Specimens: RLM 007, MVZ 39238 and 40656. 

Callisaurus draconoides ZEBRA-TAILED LIZARD 

Budweiser Spring, Bull Canyon, Carr Wash, Powerline Road, Sheep 
Corral and Willow Spring Basin---over SO sightings plus over 27 
previous records. 

The zebra-tailed lizard is one of the more abundant lizard species 
at lower elevations in the study area. Individuals were observed at ele
vations between 1920' and 3600'; but can be expected to occur at elevations 
both above and below these (Brown 1976). They frequent sandy and gravelly 
washes and roads, and the pavement-like areas characteristic of some lower 
stretches of bajada. Less often they were observed in stabilized sanddunes 
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and other loose substrates. Zebra-tails are particularly conspicuous and 
quite numerous along the Powerline Road. 

Specimens: RLM 002. 

Uma scoparia MOJAVE FRINGE-TOED LIZARD 

Stabilized dunes--10 sightings. 

Due to its highly restrictive habitat requirements, this species was 
rarely observed in the study area. The only area offering suitable habitat 
is a finger-like projection of stabilized sand dunes that extends south 
from the Kelso dune system across the Powerline Road into the study area. 
Here, fine aeolian sands are covered primarily with desert marigold (Baileya 
1leniradiata), galleta grass (Hilaria rigida), and scattered creosote bush 

rea divaricata) and this is typ1cal Uma habitat. While Uma may be ob
s_e_r_v_e~d-at will in this site, it was neitner seen nor expecteu-elsewhere.· 

Specimens: RLM 023. 

Crotaphytus collaris COLLARED LIZARD 

Bighorn Basin, Budweiser Spring, Bull Wash, Cottonwood Basin, 
Cove Spring, Playground Wash and Willow Spring Basin--10 sight
ings plus 4 previous records. 

Despite the abundance of suitable habitat, collared lizards were in
frequently observed in the Granite Mountains. Sightings occurred at eleva
tions ranging from 2600' to 5900' on rocky ledges and outcrops in slopes, 
washes, Pinyon-Juniper Woodland and on desert pavement. One individual 
was discovered out in the open in Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub, approxi
mately 40 yards from the nearest rocks. Upon our approach, it took cover 
at the base of a small shrub. 

Specimens: RLM 014. 

Gambelia wislizenii wislizenii LEOPARD LIZARD 

Budweiser Wash, Cottonwood Wash, Cove Spring, Coyote Spring, 
Granite Pass, Powerline Road, Sheep Corral, and Willow Spring 
Basin--over 25 sightings plus 7 previous records. 

Leopard lizards were commonly encountered in the study area at ele
vations ranging from 2040' to 4600' (BLM 1976). Most individuals were seen 
below 4000' in flat,sandy or gravelly areas in Creosote Bush Scrub or Yucca
Optunia-Coleogyne Scrub vegetation. Others were noted in sand dunes,washes 
or on paved or unpaved roads. Copulating pairs were discovered on April 27, 
May 7 and May 11, at 1330, 1500 and 9000, respectively. These pairs were 
oblivious to observations and allowed photographs to be taken from as close 
as 6 inches. 

Specimens: RLM 013, MVZ 26315, and LACH 4014. 

Sceloporus magister uniformis YELLOW-BACKED SPINY LIZARD 

Budweiser Spring, Bull Wash, Cottonwood Basin, Cove Spring, 
Granite Pass, Playground Wash, Sheep Corral, and Snake Spring--
27 sightings plus 24 previous records. 
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These lizards were frequently observed in the study area at eleva
tions between 3500' and 4900'. They have been observed as low as 3200' 
(BLM 1976) and are expected to occur at all elevations up to 5300' (Brown 
1976). S~iny liza:ds were found in stabilized sand dunes, washes, rocky 
slopes, P1nyon-Jun1per Woodland and most often on the bajadas. One of the 
few lizard species in the area exhibiting arboreal tendencies, spiny liz
ards were frequently noted in yuccas and in the bases of various shrubs and 
grasses. They seem to have similar preferences for rocks and boulders and 
were also seen basking on the pavement of roadways. Rather curiously one 
individual was found burrowing at the base of a clump of galleta gra~s 
(Hilaria rigida) in the sand dunes. 

Specimens: RLM 011, MVZ 2402, 35757-35759. 

Sceloporus occidentalis biseriatus GREAT BASIN FENCE LIZARD 

Cottonwood Basin, Cove Spring, Granite Peak and Willow Spring 
Basin--over 100 sightings plus 21 previous records. 

The occurrence of this species in the Hojave Desert is of particular 
interest because it is one of the few postpluvial relicts of the Great Basin 
Desert (Brown 1976). The fence lizard is very common in the Granite Moun
tains and was observed at elevations ranging from 4080' up to Granite Peak. 
The highest densities of this species were observed in Pinyon-Juniper Wood
lands above 4500', on north facing slopes where the ground was littered 
with huge boulders. They were also found on upper elevation plateaus, in 
Mixed Mountain Scrub habitat and also in pinyon-juniper-oak woodlands. 
While they are most often observed perched atop large boulders, several 
were seen on the branches of dead pinyons and one particularly large indi
vidual was found buried.in the pine needle duff at the base of a pinyon. 
Males may be frequently observed doing "push-up" displays, chasing one an
other, and fighting. 

Specimens: RLM 003, MVZ 35825-35828, and LACM 17272, 16140 and 16146. 

Uta stansburiana stejnegeri DESERT SIDE-BLOTCHED LIZARD 

Omnipresent in study area--hundreds sighted plus over 150 pre
vious records. 

The side-blotched lizard is ubiquitous in the Granite Mountains--and 
in much of the Movjave Desert (Stebbins 1966). It was observed at eleva
tions as low as 1920' in Budweiser Wash (BLM 1976) and was found at 6770' 
just below the peak during this study. Utas were found to inhabit every 
habitat type in the study area and were most frequently observed basking on 
low rocks and boulders. At higher elevations, they seemed to prefer open, 
sunny areas with large rocks and low vegetation. At middle and lower ele
vations, they appeared to be especially numerous in sandy washes littered 
with rocks and boulders, but were certainly common elsewhere. This was the 
species most frequently captured in pitfall traps. 

Specimens: RLM 025, LACM 23395 and 24122, and MVZ 26380-26382 and 
35722-35725. 

Urosaurus graciosus graciosus WESTERN BRUSH LIZARD 

Bull Wash, Granite Pass, the western most ridge of the range, 
Willow Spring Basin and 5 miles west of Kelbaker Road on Power
line Road--14 sightings; no previous records. 
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This species was uncommonly observed in the study area, but could 
often be located at will when the appropriate habitat was carefully searched. 
Individuals were observed at elevations ranging from 2200' to 3900' and 
most were found in the branches of desert willows (Chiloesis linearis) grow
ing in sandy washes. Others were found in catclaw (Acacla ~re~gii) and 
desert almond (Prunus fasciculata) and on the rocky slopesor eringa sandy 
wash. Individuals 1n trees could be found in the mornings and evenings; 
those on the ground were only found in the late evening, about an hour be
fore sunset. 

Specimens: RLM 020. 

Phrynosoma platyrhinos calidiarum SOUTHERN DESERT HORNED LIZARD 

Budweiser Wash, Cottonwood Wash, Cove Spring, Granite Cove, 
Sheep Corral, Twin Springs, and Willow Spring Basin--26 
sightings plus 3 previous records. 

Horned lizards were seen fairly frequently in the study areas espe
cially along both paved and unpaved roads. A lizard of lower elevations, 
this species was observed from 2200' to 3960', but can be expected as high 
as 5200'. Most observations were made in roadside sand or gravel, but oc
casional individuals were found in washes, sand dunes, and on asphalt pave
ment. Two active individuals were found after 2200 on June 3. One of 
these was feeding at a nest of winged ants. 

Specimens: RLM 004. 

family Xantusidae 

Xantusia vigilis vigilis DESERT NIGHT LIZARD 

Budweiser Spring, Cottonwood Canyon, Cove Spring, Sheeps Cor
ral, Willow Spring Basin, and Granite Peak Plateau--over SO 
sightings plus 3 previous records. 

Though this species is never conspicuous, these secretive lizards 
are common in the Granite Mountains. They were found at elevations rang
ing from 3600' to 6000' but were most numerous on the bajadas where yucca 
(Yucca schidigera) growth was most concentrated. Most individuals were 
d1scovered in or under fallen and decaying yucca logs. Less often they 
were found beneath pieces of cardboard or wooden planks on the bajada and 
under rocks and fallen pinyon logs on the upper slopes. One individual 
exhibited an elaborate, rapidly twisting tail display presumably similar 
in function to that of Coleonyx variegatus (Congden et al. 1974). 

Specimens: RLM 015. 

family Scinidae 

Eumeces gilberti rubricaudatus WESTERN RED-TAILED SKINK 

Cottonwood Basin, Cove Spring, Granite Pass, Willow Spring Ba
sin and Granite Peak Plateau--56 sightings. 

Though this species is considered rare in the eastern Mojave Desert 
(BLM 1976), it is locally abundant in the Granite Mountains. Skinks were 
observed at elevations of 4000' to 6000' and may be expected to occur at 
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even the uppermost elevations (Stebbins 1966). Most observations were made 
in rocky slopes and drainages bordered by Baccharis sergiloides and various 
other shrubs. Others were observed in areas of dense undergrowth and oc
casionally under rocks and pinyon logs. During the week of May 21, 3 
individuals suspected to be the first young of the year were captured. They 
weighed approximately 2 grams and measured 49mm SVL. None of this size had 
been previously captured. Of the 56 skinks observed, 38 were captured in 
pitfall traps. 

Specimens: RLM 001, LACM 23268. 

family Teidae 

Cnemidophirus tigris tigris GREAT BASIN WHIPTAIL 

Budweiser Spring, Bull Canyon, Cottonwood Basin, Cove Spring, 
Granite Pass, Sheep Corral, Willow Spring Basin, along the 
Powerline Road and at the western most ridge on the range-
over 100 sightings plus 21 previous records. 

Whiptails are one of the most common lizard species encountered in 
the Granite Mountains. While they were observed as low as 1920' (BLM 1976) 
and as high as 6700', they were particularly common below 4000' on the ba
jadas and in sandy and gravelly washes. In addition, they were observed in 
vegetated sand dunes and on rocky slopes. In late spring, whiptails were 
frequently seen in pairs, one following another, bush to bush. One indi
vidual was observed 2.5 feet up in a yucca. This species was easily captured 
in pitfall traps. 

Specimens: RLM 018, MVZ 26621-26629, and 35876. 

ORDER SERPENTES 

family Leptotyphlopidae 

Leptotyphlops humilis WESTERN BLIND SNAKE 

Budweiser Spring and Cottonwood Spring--4 previous records. 

This species was not encountered during this study, but others have 
reported its existence in the Granite Mountains. On June 15, 1966, Dr. Tim 
Brown captured three individuals in a pitfall trap in the vicinity of Cot
tonwood Spring (pers.comm. Brown 1978). This was in somewhat of a pinyon
oak oasis at 4320'. Another individual was reported at 3800' near Budweiser 
Spring by Dr. Roger Luckenbach in the spring of 1975. 

family Boidae 

Lichanura trivirgata gracia DESERT ROSY BOA 

Cottonwood Basin and Cove Spring--4 sightings plus 1 previous 
record. 

Boas were rarely found in the study area. Three were found in the 
Cove Spring area at 4000' in Yucca-O~untia-Coleogyne Scrub at the base of 
bouldery slopes. The fourth was foun at 4500 1 on a rocky slope in Cotton
wood Basin. Sightings occurred at 0800, 0900, 1900 and 2100. 

Specimens: RLM 028. 
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family Colubridae 

Phyllorhyncus decurtatus perkinsi SPOTTED LEAF-NOSED SNAKE 

Kelbaker Road 2 miles north of Powerline Road intersection--
1 sighting. 

The one specimen of this snake was found dead on the Kelbaker Road 
just north of the study area boundary, but it was included on the species 
list due to the arbitrary nature of this boundary and the abundance of sim
ilar habitats within the study area. It was at an elevation of 2480' adja
cent to Creosote Bush Scrub bajada. 

Specimens: RLM 029. 

Masticophis flagellum piceus RED RACER 

Budweiser Spring, Cottonwood Spring, Cove Spring, Granite Pass, 
Playground Wash, Snake Spring and 1 mile SE of Sheep Corral on 
the Kelbaker Road--12 sightings plus 6 previous records. 

This large, conspicuous diurnal snake was encountered farily fre
quently in the study area. Observations were made at elevations ranging 
from 3300' to 42SO'. Some individuals were seen on rocky slopes or in 
sandy washes, but most were encountered on the bajada in Yucca-0¥untia
Coleogyne Scrub or Creosote Bush Scrub vegetation. About half o the sight
ings ·occurred on the Kelbaker Road. Individuals ranged in size from 15" 
to S' in length and often struck repeatedly when captured. 

Specimens: RLM 006 and MVZ 3S8S4. 

Masticophis taeniatus taeniatus DESERT STRIPED WHIPSNAKE 

Cottonwood Canyon and the Granite Peak Plateau--S sightings. 

Like the Great Basin fence lizard, this species is a postpluvial 
relict of the Great Basin Desert and in the Hojave Desert occurs only in 
the higher mountain ranges. While it has been reported in the neighboring 
Providence and New York Mountains (Brown 1976) it had never previously 
been reported in the Granite Mountains. All individuals were observed at 
elevations ranging from 43SO' to 6000' in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. Three 
of the five snakes were encountered within a few feet of running streams 
and a fourth was in a drainage close to standing water. The fifth was 
stepped on by a member of the study team as it lay inactively coiled be
neath a pinyon. The largest individual was just over 4' in length. 

Specimens: RLM ODS. 

Salvadora hexalepis mojavensis MOJAVE PATCH-NOSED SNAKE 

Bull Canyon, Cove Spring, Dorner's Camp and Willow Spring Ba
sin--17 sightings plus S previous records. 

Patch-nosed snakes are one of the most common and widespread snakes 
found in the study area. They were observed at elevations ranging from 
2400' up to S6SO' and exhibited a diversity of habitat preferences includ
ing sand dunes, Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, Rocky Slopes, Creosote Bush Scrub, 
and Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub. Many were encountered at mid-morning as 
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they basked on paved roads. One was being pursued by a kingsnake; another 
was found hunting in rodent burrows in the sand dunes. 

Specimens: RLM 010. 

Arizona elegans eburnata DESERT GLOSSY SNAKE 

Kelbaker Road between Cottonwood Basin and Granite Cove--4 
sightings plus 4 previous records. 

While glossy snakes are common in the eastern Mojave Desert (Brown 
1976), they were only occasionally encountered in the study area. All were 
observed at elevations from 3200' to 4000' between early evening and 2340. 
In addition, all observations were made on roadways in either Yucca-Opuntia
Coleogyne Scrub or Creosote Bush Scrub habitats. 

Specimens: RLM 012. 

Pituophis melanoleucus deserticola GREAT BASIN GOPHER SNAKE 

Cottonwood Basin, Granite Pass (between 2 miles N and 3 miles S 
on Kelbaker Road) and Snake Spring--14 sightings plus 2 previous 
records. 

This large conspicuous constrictor was fairly commonly observed in 
the study area, usually during the late afternoon and early evening. Occa
sionally, they were active at the hottest hours at midday. Individuals 
ranged in size from 12" to 54" and were found at elevations between 3880' 
and 4250'. Preferring the flat or gently sloping bajadas, most gopher 
snakes were observed in either Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub or Creosote 
Bush Scrub. Less frequently, they were found 1n rocky slopes or among 
sparse Pinyon-Juniper Woodlands at the foot of the mountains. Several 
specimens were found on or near roadways, and another was found in a sandy 
wash. 

Specimens: RLM 024. 

Lampropeltis getulus californiae CALIFORNIA KINGSNAKE 

Cove Spring, Dorner's Camp, Granite Cove and Sheep Corral--2 
sightings plus 4 previous records. 

Little can be said about the status of this snake due to the paucity 
of sightings. They are reported to occur between elevations of 3700' and 
4200' and seem to prefer bouldery areas among yuccas, pinyons and junipers. 
One curious report is of an individual 7 feet in length in the Dorner's 
Camp area (pers. com. Kuhn 1978). 

Specimens: RLM 027. 

Sonora semiannualta WESTERN GROUND SNAKE 

One-half mile S Dorner's Camp--1 previous record. 

This species was not encountered during this study; however, one is 
reported in the area by Dr. Tim Brown (1976). Dr. Brown explained that 
this specimen was regurgitated by a king snake that had been captured ina 
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pitfall trap. The trap was located on a bouldery slope in a Pinyon-Juniper 
Woodland at an elevation of 4200'. 

Chionactis occipitalis occipitalis MOJAVE SHOVEL-NOSED SNAKE 

This snake was not encountered in the study area, nor are there any 
definite previous records. However, Dr. Tim Brown (pers. comm. 1978) has 
observed this species in the Granite Mountains area. 

Tantilla planiceps utahensis UTAH BLACK-HEADED SNAKE 

Cottonwood Basin--1 sighting plus 2 previous records. 

This secretive snake is of unknown status in both the Granite Moun
tains and the entire Mojave Desert. Only five previous records of this 
snake are reported for all of San Bernardino County. Two of these were 
from the study area and a third was from the neighboring Providence Houn
tains. The specimen secured during this study was captured at an elevation 
of 4750' in a pitfall trap on May 30. The trap was situated on an open 
sunny slope where the predominant vegetation was scattered pinyons, juni
pers, oaks, and various small shrubs and grasses. Approximately 40 yards 
from the site of the trap was a running stream. 

Specimens: RLM 026. 

Trimorphodon biscutatus lambda 

Coyote Spring--1 previous record. 

SONORA LYRE SNAKE 

Lan Lester of the Los Angeles County Huseum reported a lyre snake at 
3200' on April 25, 1965. The surrounding habitat was described as "Yucca 
scrub/rocks". No other reports of this species are known for this area. 

Hypsiglena torguata deserticola SPOTTED NIGHT SNAKE 

One specimen, LACM 63473, is reported from the Granite Mountains. Un
fortunately, no supplemental information for this specimen was available. 

family Crotalidae 

Crotalus mitchelli pyrrhus SOUTHWESTERN SPECKLED RATTLESNAKE 

Bull Canyon, Cottonwood Basin, Cove Spring, Dorner's Camp, 
Granite Pass, Playground Wash and Willow Spring Basin--22 
sightings plus 6 previous records. 

The speckled rattlesnake is one of the most frequently encountered 
snakes in the Granite Mountains. They were observed between 3200' and 
4800', but can be expected at elevations both lower and higher than this 
(Stebbins 1954). This species was most commonly observed in the cool morn
ing and evening hours on rocky ledges in sparse Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, 
canyons, and washes, or on sloping hillsides. Less frequently they were 
observed in Creosote Bush Scrub and Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub on the 
bajada. Several individuals were encountered on dirt roads. One 2.5' 
individual had a stone about 1" long and 3/4" wide lodged in its gut. 

Specimens: RLM 019. 
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Crotalus cerastes cerastes MOJAVE DESERT SIDEWINDER 

Coyote Spring, Willow Spring Basin, E of Cove Spring on Kel
baker Road, and 5 miles W of Kelbaker Road on Powerline Road--
9 sightings plus 1 previous record. 

Though sidewinders are considered one of the more common snakes in 
the low basins of the Mojave Desert, this nocturnal snake was uncommonly 
sighted in the study area. All observations occurred between the eleva
tions of 2600' and 3900' in sandy or gravelly areas. Most individuals were 
found on the Powerline Road adjacent to Creosote Bush Scrub or stabilized 
dune habitat types. Others were found in sandy washes, or on paved por
tions of the Kelbaker Road. Equal numbers of snakes were found during the 
day and night but those found at night were more active. Upon its release 
after capture, one 8" snake climbed a clump of gal leta grass to a height of 
8" and stayed there for several minutes. 

Specimens: RLM 016. 

Crotalus scutulatus scutulatus MOJAVE RATTLESNAKE 

Budweiser Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Cove Spring, Coyote Spring, 
intersection of Powerline Road, and Kelbaker Road, and Willow 
Spring Basin--12 sightings plus 9 previous records. 

Mojave rattlesnakes were uncommonly encountered in the study area. 
All individuals were found on the bajada between 2760' (BLM 1976) and 4000' 
in either Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub or Creosote Bush Scrub. Ten of the 
twelve snakes were found on roads and half of these were road kills. Most 
individuals appeared to be quite mild mannered and rattled only when anta
gonized. 

Specimens: RLM 009. 

ORDER CHELONIA 

family Testinidae 

Gopherus agassizi DESERT TORTOISE 

Budweiser Wash, Cove Spring, Coyote Spring, Junk Car Wash, 
Powerline Road, Sheep Corral, and the westernmost ridge of the 
range--24 sightings plus 9 previous records. 

Desert tortoises were found to be uncommon in most of the study area 
except along the Powerline Road where they were frequently encountered. They 
were most often observed in the morning and evening hours at elevations 
ranging from 2200' to 4080'. Most were observed on the bajada in washes, 
vegetated sand dunes, Creosote Bush Scrub or Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub 
although a few were on rocky slopes. High dens1t1es of tortoises are re
ported in Budweiser Wash and on the northeastern slopes of the mountains 
(BLM 1976). During this study, maximum numbers of this species were re
corded on May 27 between 1810 and 1850 when five individuals were observed 
along a five-mile stretch of the Powerline Road. Tortoises were observed 
eating dune primrose (Oenothera deltoides), senna (Cassia armata) and 
pigmy poppy (Escholtzia minutiflora). 

Specimens: none. 
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