












Exclude grazing from the Research Natural Area. 

Cattle and burro use of this area is incompatible with natural area 

values. This exclusion will reduce the grazing authorization in the Gran­

ite allotment by 1% (44 AW.Is). To partially accomplish this ex­

clusion, the old fence across the mouth of Cottonwood Basin could be restored 

and expanded. 

Allow only authorized vehicles on roads within the Research Natural Area. 

Vehicle use should be limited to legitimate research and educational 

needs, and to maintenance and management of the area. Recreational vehicle 

access into the RNA can result in the degradation of habitat, disruption of 

scientific experiments, and vandalism of equipment. Limiting access to 

hikers would alleviate much of this problem. We recommend that this ve­

hicle closure be accomplished gradually due to the well-known problems of 

enforcing such closures in remote desert areas. 

Limit Wilderness Area access through the Research Natural Area to hikers 

with wilderness permits. 

This would allow hikers to pass through the area with a minimum of 

disruption to research efforts. The use of alternative wilderness access 

routes such as Willow Spring Basin, Bull Canyon, and Junk Car Wash should 

be encouraged. 

Institute an environmental monitoring program in the research natural area. 

The monitoring of long-term changes in the physical and biotic en­

vironment is an important function of an RNA. Accordingly, weather sta­

tions, and vegetation photostations and sample plots should be established 

to record these changes. 

Establish a research support base for storage of specimens and equipment at 

an already disturbed site, or at an existing habitation. 

Any new construction should be preceded by a thorough archaeological 

survey of the site. 
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Discourage rockclimbing on the "White Fang" pinnacle in Section 17 TSN Rl3E 

of the University reserve. 

This popular climbing rock is the site of the only known golden 

eagle nest in the Granite Mountains. The climbing routes are mostly on the 

south and east faces; the nest is situated on the north face. It is not 

known whether the presence of climbers is affecting the eagles, however, 

the potential for disturbance exists. 

252 



WILDERNESS MANAGEMENT 

Although Mojave Desert mountain ranges have been affording wilder-

ness-type activities to a small number of people for many years, these 

areas have only recently been widely recognized for their wilderness qual-

ities. There are few precedents for the management of desert wilderness 

areas; the field of wilderness management itself is still developing. Part 

of the difficulty in managing these areas is that wilderness is a psycholo-

gical as well as environmental concept. It represents a wide range of ex-

periences and values associated with primitive settings. Consequently, 

wilderness management policies differ, reflecting the philosophies of the 

administering agencies. John Hendee and George Stankey* of the U.S. Forest 

Service suggest that two contrasting management philosophies~anthropocen-

tric and biocentric~have become dominant. 

The anthropocentric philosophy assigns human use of the wilderness 

as the primary objective. Hendee and Stankey 1-:rite that "the goal of main-

taining the integrity of the natural environment is secondary to enhancing 

and providing opportunities for recreational and other human uses in a 

primitive setting." Under this management philosophy, "protective develop-

ments" such as trails and campgrounds are often constructed to accommodate 

wilderness users. Increased use of the area resulting from such develop-

ments may have a greater impact on the natural features than the original 

activities. 

The biocentric approach emphasizes the "natural integrity of the 

wilderness ecosystem.'' Hendee and Stankey argue that although certain rec-

reational values may not be capitalized upon, the protection and preserva-

tion of these areas allow other values- recreational, scientific, and vi-

carious- to be maximized. At the same time, a biocentric approach preserves 

the option to initiate more intensive management should it be warranted at a 

later time. 

*Hendee, J.C. and Stankey, G.H. 
ment. BioScience 9: 535-538. 

1973. Biocentricity in Wilderness Manage-
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We feel that a biocentric management approach should be employed in 

the Granite Hountains. Because of the relatively pristine conditions, na­

tural travel corridors within the range, and availability of other more 

heavily developed wilderness and recreational areas we suggest that the 

Granites be preserved in a wild and natural state. This approach seems 

particularly fitting in view of the substantial but delicate scientific and 

educational resources located in the Granite Mountains. The following man­

agement recommendations are offered with this biocentric philosophy in mind. 

No trails should be constructed in the Wilderness Area. 

Developed recreational trails would diminish the primitive charac­

ter of the area, and would intensify use and related impacts, especially 

around such trails. Though the terrain is rugged, most parts of the range 

are accessible to foot traffic. 

Institute a wilderness permit system. 

This system would educate wilderness users about backcountry manners, 

rules, regulations, and resource values. The system would provide estimates 

of use intensity (essential information for management) and would provide a 

mechanism for controlling access, should management goals require this. 

Institute a wilderness quality monitoring program. 

Because of the present low level of use in the area, there is an 

excellent opportunity to monitor increasing recreational impacts in the 

Granite Mountains. A monitoring program will allow land managers to fore­

stall irreversible resource damage. Some of the potential impacts that 

should be monitored are: decrease in wood supply from use as campfire 

fuel; erosion of slopes and trampling of vegetation by hikers; improper dis­

posal of litter and human wastes; and disturbance of wildlife by human 

activities. Appropriate wilderness management techniques should be em­

ployed when resource damage is indicated. These techniques may include en­

couraging the use of chemical stoves and/or the elimination of wood fires, 

encouraging the use of a variety of access routes, closure of areas should 
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foot traffic initiate severe erosion, and seasonal closure of water sources 

essential to wildlife. 

Restrict air traffic over the Wilderness and Research Natural Areas to al­

titutes greater than 3000 feet above surface level, except when aircraft 

are needed for administrative purposes. 

Low-flying helicopters and planes have a disruptive effect on wild­

life and wilderness users. Administrative use of aircraft should be held 

to a minimum but may include rescues, surveys, and research support oper­

ations. 

255 




