APPENDIX E:
BIRD SPECIES ACCOUNTS
The following accounts are based primarily on our own research in
the spring of 1978, and on records made available to us by J. Van Remsen
of the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, UC,Berkeley.

The nomenclature follows

the Fifth Edition of the A.O.U. Checklist of North American Birds (1957)
and the Thirty-second (1973) and Thirty-third (1976) Supplements to the
Checklist.

For breeding (or possibly breeding) species, the subspecies

that I would expect based on the ranges indicated in the A.O.U. Checklist,
and in Grinnell and Miller (1944) and Johnson et al.
eluded in parentheses.

(1948) have been in-

Actual subspecific identification of the birds in

the Granites was not attempted.
Each account begins with a list of locations where the species has
been found; the narrative portion describes the species' abundance and status.

The following terms have been used to describe

abundance:

Rare: no more than 1-2 likely to be seen in a day in appropriate
habitat, often not seen at all.
Uncommon:

1-5 likely to be seen in a day in appropriate habitat.

Fairly Common:
habitat.
Common:
Abundant:
habitat.

6-25 likely to be seen in a day in appropriate

26-50 likely to be seen in a day in appropriate habitat.
more than 50 likely to be seen in a day in appropriate

Status has been described by these terms:
Resident:

occurs in the area all year and breeds in the Granites.

Summer Resident: occurs in the area in summer and breeds in the
Granites, migrates to wintering grounds elsewhere.
Winter Resident: spends the winter in the Granites, migrates to
breeding grounds elsewhere.
Spring Migrant: passes through the area in spring, but does not
breed or winter in the Granites.
Fall Migrant: passes through the area in fall, but does not breed
or winter there.
Migrant:

passes through in both fall and spring.
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For all non-resident species, early and late dates of occurrence
are given; habitat and elevation range for the species are then described.
Habitat types outlined in the section "Avian Species Distribution by Habitat" are capitalized, other terms descriptive of habitats are not.

Any

nesting records or other evidence of breeding are given for resident and
summer resident birds.

Other notes of interest conclude each account.

This form has been varied in many instances, particularly where there are
only a few reports of a given species in the Granites.

family Anatidae
CINNAMON TEAL

Anas cyanoptera

A rare spring migrant. Two males and a female were seen by several
of us on the ponds at Dripping Spring (elevation 4000') April 28, 1978.
They were photographed by Bruce Bannerman. This is the only spring record
of this species in the eastern Mojave.
family Cathartidae
TURKEY VULTURE

Cathartes aura (teter)
Granite Pass, Cottonwood Canyon, Granite Peak.

Uncommon spring migrant and summer resident. March 24 to June 23
and probably to September. Turkey vultures were most often seen along the
Kelbaker Road, feeding on the many rabbits killed there. They were also
encountered up to 6400' on Granite Peak, and probably forage over the entire area in all habitats. The greatest numbers occurred in late March and
early April. Turkey vultures probably breed in the Granite Mountains,
though I found no direct evidence of nesting in 1978.
family Accipitridae
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK

Accipiter striatus

Rare fall migrant. One record, an immature bird seen by Van Remsen
in the cottonwoods at Cottonwood Spring, December 4, 1976. This species is
on the National Audubon Society's Blue List of birds declining in population.
COOPER'S HAWK

Accipiter cooperii

Probably a rare resident, but perhaps only a migrant and winter resident. With only two sightings in the Granites and a third at Granite Pass,
the status of this species remains uncertain. The Pinyon-Juniper Woodland
where the two sightings were made would seem to provide suitable breeding
habitat. Recorded: Feb. 19, 1976 at 5000' in Cottonwood Canyon (Van Remsen); April 2, 1978, also at 5000' in Cottonwood Canyon; and September 29,
1976 at Granite Pass (Remsen). This species is on the National Audubon
Society's Blue List of birds whose populations are declining.

324

Buteo jamaicensis (calurus)

RED-TAILED HAWK

Granite Pass, Snake Spring, Cottonwood Canyon, Coyote Spring,
Carr Canyon, Cove Spring, Granite Peak.
Uncommon resident. Red-tails are wide ranging, and have been seen
in all habitats except Sandy Washes and Stabilized Dunes, but they surely
forage over these as well. The lowest elevation at which they were seen
was 2300' in the northwest corner of our study area, and the highest was
6400' near Granite Peak. I found two red-tailed hawk nests late in our field
work. In both cases the young had fledged, though both parents and one
young remained at each nest. At least one of the young was still being fed
by the adults. One nest was in a pot hole on the vertical face of a huge
boulder near Cottonwood Spring, and the other was on a ledge on a cliff in
Carr Canyon. The remains of rabbits and an uneaten leopard lizard were
found below the Cottonwood nest. On two occasions (April 8, 1977 and May 12,
1978) we saw a red-tailed hawk chasing golden eagles to the south above the
ridge between Cottonwood Basin and the Cove Spring area.
Buteo lagopus

ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK

Rare spring migrant; Larry Minden, Ken Hart, Sheryl Salasky, and
Bruce Bannerman of our group gave an excellent description of a roughlegged hawk they saw at the mouth of Cottonwood Basin on April 4, 1978.
Bruce Stein saw two near the Kelso Dunes a couple of days later.
GOLDEN EAGLE

Aquila chrysaetos (canadensis)

\fuite Fang, Cove Spring, Dripping Spring, Coyote Spring, Snake
Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Granite Peak Plateau, Budweiser
Spring, Bighorn Basin, North of Bull Canyon.
Uncommon resident. Eagles are wide ranging and have been seen over
all habitats. They have been recorded from 2600' to 6000' in elevation. A
nest with two well-feathered young was found on May 1, 1978 on the north
face of the White Fang. On a return visit May 20, both young were gone but
an adult was at the nest. The White Fang is sometimes used by rockclimbers,
and intensive use of the area is at least a potential threat to the nest
there. On May 17 I saw an adult with a pinyon branch in Bighorn Basin. The
eagle carried it north to the base of Kelso Dunes, and then off to the west,
toward the Providence Mountains. I suspect that only the one pair of eagles
nested in the Granites. Red-tailed hawks were twice observed chasing eagles
away from Cottonwood Basin.
Falco mexicanus

PRAIRIE FALCON

Granite Pass, Dripping Spring, Willow Spring Basin, near Carr
Canyon, Cirk Wash.
Uncommon resident. Prairie falcons were most often seen flying over
Creosote Bush Scrub, but were also noted over all habitats except Stabilized Sand Dunes. They were seen from 2600' in the northwest part of the
Granites to 5700' in Willow Spring Basin. Although we found no nests or
young, this species probably breeds in the Granite Mountains. Twice,
prairie falcons circled over members of our group, calling alarmedly, and
one was seen chasing a golden eagle. This species is on the National
Audubon Society's Blue List of declining birds.
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Falco sparverius (sparverius)

AMERICAN KESTREL

Granite Pass, Dripping Spring, White Fang.
Uncommon resident. Kestrels were observed over Creosote Bush Scrub,
Mixed Mountain Scrub, Yucca-Ofuntia-Coleogyne Scrub, Brushy Washes, and
around rocky cliffs from 2720 to 4200 1 • A nest was found near Dripping
Spring on May 27, 1978. A male kestrel carried a lizard into a hole in a
rock cliff, and the cries of nestlings could be heard when he landed. All
of the kestrels I saw in 1978 were within a mile of this nest, and this
may have been the only pair in the Granites. This species is on the National Audubon Society's Blue List of declining birds, but populations seem
stable in the West (Arbib 1977).
fa~ily

Phasianidae
.GAM BEL'S QUAIL

Lophortyx gambelii (gambelii)

Cottonwood Basin, Coyote Spring, North of Bull Canyon, Cirk
Wash, near Carr Wash, Budweiser Spring, Willow Spring Basin,
Dripping Spring.
Common resident. Gambel's quail are most common in Brushy Washes,
but they also occur in Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub, Mixed Mountain Scrub,
and sparingly in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. They have been found from 2500'
to 5600', but are rare above 4500'. Two nests were found, both with eggs,
near Snake Spring on June 25, 1940 (Johnson et al. 1948). In February we
saw a flock of about 25, but by late March only pairs, small flocks and
dispersed calling birds were found. The Cottonwood Spring and Coyote
Spring areas seemed to have the densest concentrations of this species,
but Gambel's quails were more common throughout the area than either
mountain quail or chukar. They are certainly the most important game bird
in the Granite Mountains. Development of springs and guzzlers has probably increased the population of these birds in the area.
MOUNTAIN QUAIL

Oreortyx pictus

Cottonwood Basin, Willow Spring Basin, Budweiser Spring.
Rare resident. Our few observations of mountain quails were in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland and Mixed Mountain Scrub, between 3800' and 4900'.
This species was introduced to the area, and it is interesting that a small
population persists in the Granite Mountains. Remsen (BLM 1976) was not
convinced of their presence and noted that "this species is not known to
occur south of the Argus and Panamint Mountains, and has not been recorded
at Clark Mountain, New York Mountains, Mid Hills, or Providence Mountains,
where habitat is very similar to that in the Granite Mountains . . . "
CHUKAR

Alectoris chukar

Coyote Spring, Bull Canyon, Bighorn Basin, Willow Spring Basin,
near Carr Canyon.
Uncommon resident. Chukar were most often found in Mixed Mountain
Scrub, but also occur in washes and among scattered pinyons and junipers,
from 2800' to 4750'. This European species was introduced as a game bird.
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family Rallidae
Fulica americana

AMERICAN COOT

Rare spring migrant; one record, a bird seen by Ed Wessman at Coyote Spring, April 20, 1976.
family Scolopacidae
SPOTTED SANDPIPER

Actitis macularia

Rare spring migrant, April 25 to May 19. All sightings, probably involving four birds, have been from Dripping Spring Pond, elevation 4000'.
SOLITARY SANDPIPER

Tringa solitaria

Rare spring migrant; two of these birds were present at the ponds at
Dripping Spring (elevation 4000') from April 27 to April 29, 1978. They
were photographed by Bruce Bannerman.
family Columbidae
MOURNING DOVE

Zenaida macroura (marginella)

Dripping Spring, Cove Spring, Snake Spring, Cottonwood Basin,
Coyote Spring, Bighorn Basin, Bull Canyon, Cirk Wash, Carr
Wash, Budweiser Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Granite Peak
Plateau.
Abuntant summer resident, seen April 4 to July 9; almost certainly
occurs as late as October. Mourning doves are at least fairly common in
all habitats except Stabilized Sand Dunes and are very abundant near open
water. We found them ranging from 2200' to 6100'. Nests were found first
on April 30, and we continued to find them until we left in the first week
in Ju~e. Almost all the nests I examined had two eggs in them, though one
with two fleglings was found on May 15. Two nests with one egg each were
noted by Remsen on May 21, 1976. Most of the nests were in Obuntia acanthocarpa, though they were also found in junipers and other shru s. One nest
was on a rock underneath a small shrub. All were located within a couple
hundred meters of water--principally, the ponds of Dripping Spring and Coyote Spring. Hundreds of doves come to drink at these ponds in the evenings
during May. Concentrations were also found roosting in desert willows during the middle of the day. Otherwise, they were most often seen in ones
and twos flying over all types of habitat.
family Cuculidae
GREATSR ROADRUNNER

Geococcyx californianus

Dripping Spring, Cove Spring, Granite Pass, Snake Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Willow Spring Basin, Granite Peak Plateau.
Uncommon resident. Roadrunners are found throughout the area,
though primarily on flat ground with scattered bushes, and along roads.
They have not been reported from Stabilized Dunes. We found roadrunners
from 3300' in Willow Spring Basin to 6000' on Granite Peak Plateau. All
the roadrunners encountered were solitary. One was observed carrying a
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dead western whiptail (Cnemido~horus tigris) in its bill. Although nonests
or young were found, this spec1es is present in the region throughout the
breeding season and certainly nests in the Granite Mountains.
family Strigidae
Otus asia

SCREECH OWL

Cottonwood Basin.
Uncommon resident; Screech owls inhabit Pinyon-Juniper Woodland and
Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub, from 4000' to 5200'. A screech owl was found
roosting in the stump of a dead mojave jucca on the floor of Cottonwood Basin by Ken Hart and Larry Minden in mid-April. The owl kept to her hole
despite our peering at her from a few inches away on many subsequent occasions. The reason for her tenacious occupancy became clear May 2, when
Larry found two downy young in the hole.· The young were last seen in the
nest May 22 and were gone June 4.
Bubo virginianus (pallescens)

GREAT HORNED OWL

Dripping Spring, Cove Spring, Granite Pass, Snake Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Coyote Spring, Budweiser Spring, Granite Peak
Plateau, Sheep Corral.
Fairly common resident. These owls were often heard around rock
cliffs at night and were also encountered diurnally in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. They probably forage over the entire area. Great horned owls have
been recorded from 3400' to 6000'. A nest with an adult and two large
young visible was found in a small cave on a rock cliff near Dripping
Spring, May 1, 1978. A juvenile was found near Snake Spring, June 25, 1940
(Johnson et al. 1948). We heard up to four great horned owls calling almost every night in the Cove Spring-Dripping Spring area.
Asia otus (tuftsi)

LONG-EARED OWL

Rare resident or migrant. A long-eared owl flushed out of dense
willows along a water course in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland at an elevation of
4750' in Cottonwood Canyon, May 28, 1978. A series of low, resonant "hoos"
that we heard mid-day on May 17, 1978 in Bighorn Basin were probably made
by this species. The bird was roosting in an oak but made its getaway without our getting a look at it. This species is usually silent and roosts in
dense cover, making accurate estimation of its numbers difficult. It probably breeds in the Granite Mountains.
family Caprimulgidae
Phalaenoptilus nuttallii

POOR- WILL

Cottonwood Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Coyote Spring, Granite
Pass.
Uncommon summer resident, April 24 probably through September. Primarily inhabitants of the Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, poor-wills also occur
in Yucca-Optunia-Coleo2yne Scrub and may be encountered on roads in Creosote Bush Scrub. In elevation they range from 3200' to 6000'. Several members of our group described calls almost certainly made by poor-wills that
were heard at night on Granite Peak Plateau; other observers have recorded
them at several locations in the mountains.
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family Apodidae
Chaetura vauxi

VAUX'S SWIFT

Rare spring migrant. Two records: a pair flew over Granite Peak
Plateau at an elevation of 5800' on April 19, 1976, and Remsen saw one near
Granite Pass at an elevation of 3840' May 6, 1976.
Aeronautes saxatalis (saxatalis)

WHITE-THROATED SWIFT

Dripping Spring, Snake Spring, Granite Pass, Cottonwood Basin,
Coyote Spring, Bull Canyon, Silver Peak, Granite Peak, Carr
Canyon, Willow Spring Basin, Sheep Corral.
Common summer resident, March 24 probably through October ; the latest date I have is June 3. This species was usually seen around cliffs and
boulders, but forages over all habitats except perhaps Stabilized Sand Dunes.
White-throated swifts range in elevation from 2300' near Carr Canyon to
6750' over Granite Peak. Swifts were seen flying into cracks in cliffs in
Bull Canyon and near Dripping Spring, where they were presumed to be nesting. They were also seen copulating in flight several times in April and
May. The greatest concentration of these birds was around Dripping Spring
where the many cliffs probably had numerous suitable cracks for nesting. In
the evenings they often came down to drink from the ponds, taking their refreshment on the wing. On May 27, I counted over SO in one flock there;
another flock of about the same size was close by.
family Trochilidae
Archilochus alexandri

BLACK-CHINNED HUMMINGBIRD

Rare spring migrant; one record, a male seen by Remsen at Dripping
Spring, April 8, 1976.
Calypte costae

COSTA'S HUMMINGBIRD

Dripping Spring, Cove Spring, Snake Spring, Cottonwood Canyon,
Coyote Spring, Bull Canyon, Cirk Wash, Budweiser Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Sheep Corral, Granite Peak Plateau.
Fairly common summer resident, March 24 to June 3, and probably
through July. Costa's hummingbirds reside at least sparingly in all habitats except Stabilized Dunes, but are most common in Brushy Washes. They
range in elevation from 2200' to 6000'. Juveniles were first seen on May 8
and were often recorded thereafter, though no nests were found. Costa's
hummingbirds were much more common than Anna's hummingbirds. Adult males
were often heard during the early part of the field work, but became
scarce by the middle of May. At this time many young were about, and females became more conspicuous. The young birds could be startling in their
curiosity; several times they hovered within a few feet of our faces.
ANNA'S HUMMINGBIRD

Calypte anna

Dripping Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Bull Canyon, Carr Wash.
The status of this species in the Granite Mountains is uncertain.
The first record is of two birds collected at Dripping Spring by Remsen
in late October 1977. I saw a male there in February, and they were continuously present at several locations during our field work from March 24
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to May 28, 1978, becoming scarcer as time went on. It seems unlikely that
they would have been overlooked by the several ornithologists who visited
the Granite Mountains in the spring of 1976 if they had been present then;
though they are small, the males sing loudly and frequently. All but one
of the Anna's hummers I saw were near open water, in brushy washes, YuccaOpuntia-Coleogyne Scrub, or Pinyon-Juniper Woodland; from 4000' to 4800'.
It is perhaps worth noting that 1978 was a very wet year in southern California. The one anomalous sighting was a male at 2200' in sandy Carr Wash.
The presence of Anna's hummingbirds in good numbers through the end of May
would seem to indicate local breeding. However, there are no definite records of this species breeding anywhere in the California desert.
Selasphorus rufus

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD

Rare spring migrant; one male was among scattered pinyons, junipers,
and oaks at 5400' in Cottonwood Canyon, and two males were in a brushy wash
at 3900' in Willow Spring Basin, all on April 27, 1978.
CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD

Stellula calliope

Cottonwood Wash, Bull Canyon Wash, Willow Spring Basin.
Rare spring migrant, April 7 to April 27. Calliope hummers have
been found in washes and Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. All records are of males.
family Alcedinidae
BELTED KINGFISHER

Megaceryle alcyon

Rare spring migrant; one was seen by BeaVan Horne and Peggy Ledyard
on April 16, 1974 at Dripping Spring Pond at 4000'.
family Picidae
COMMON FLICKER

Colaptes auratus

Cottonwood Basin, above Dripping Spring, Granite Peak Plateau.
Rare winter resident, December 4 to April 24. Flickers have been
found in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland from 4360' to 6000'. Only red-shafted
flickers have been reported from the Granite Mountains.
LADDER-BACKED WOODPECKER

Picoides scalaris (cactophilus)

Cottonwood Basin, Coyote Spring, Dripping Spring, Willow Spring
Basin.
Uncommon resident. Ladder-backed woodpeckers were most often found
where there are yuccas and chollas, but were occasionally encountered where
one or both of these are absent in pinyons or brushy washes. The elevation
range was found to be from 3400' to 4900'. Almost all the woodpeckers observed were solitary, but a pair was seen on May 28, 1978. No nests have
been found, but they certainly breed in the Granites.
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family Tyrannidae
Tyrannus verticalis

WESTERN KINGBIRD

Rare spring migrant. Two records: one was on a fence near Kelso
Dunes May 2, 1976, and one was at the summit at Granite Pass May 28, 1978,
on a telephone wire.
CASSIN'S KINGBIRD

Tyrannus vociferans (vociferans)

Uncommon summer residnet. Two were present around Dripping Spring
from April 29, 1978, through the end of our field work. Their nest, which
contained at least three downy young, was found on May 31 in a pinyon on a
boulder covered slope at 4200'. Another Cassin's kingbird was recorded in
Cottonwood Canyon at 4500' in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland on May 8, 1978.
Myiarchus cinerascens (cinerascens)

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER

Fairly common summer resident, April 3 to June 4; probably remains
as late as September. They occur in all types of habitat except Stabilized Dunes and at higher elevations in the Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. They
range from 2500' to 4900'. No nests have been found, but they certainly
breed in the area. These are the most common flycatchers in the Granite
Mountains. They were seen singly and in pairs throughout the area except
at higher elevations, but were most common in Brushy Washes and YuccaOpuntia-Coleogyne Scrub.
BLACK PHOEBE

Sayornis nigricans

Rare spring migrant. Two records, April 8, 1976 (Remsen) and May 1,
1978, of single birds at the ponds of Dripping Spring (4000').
SAY'S PHOEBE

Sayornis saya (saya)

Dripping Spring, Sheep Corral, Willow Spring Basin, near Carr
Canyon, Cirk Wash, Bull Canyon, Coyote Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Snake Spring.
Uncommon resident. During the breeding season Say's phoebes were
seldom found away from boulders or cliffs which provide nest sites, and
were scattered throughout the area where these occurred, up to the base of
the Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. In February we also found them in open Creosote Bush Scrub. They were absent at high elevations; our records fall
from 2300' to 4400'. Two nests were found: one was in a niche on a rock
cliff at 2700' near Carr Canyon Wash, where two adults were bringing food
to the nest on April 22, 1978, and the other was on a ledge on an overhanging boulder near the Fang and contained five partially feathered young on
May 21 , 19 78 .
Martin Cody's paper on finch flocks in the Granite Mountains mentioned Sayornis phoebe as a resident of the area. This is surely an error;
Sayornis saya must have been the species he observed.
WILLOW FLYCATCHER

Empidonax traillii

Rare spring migrant; one record, a bird seen in Dripping Spring Wash
at 4000' on June 2, 1978 near the ponds. They probably occur in the fall
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as well. Some California ornithologists have expressed great concern over
this species' decline in the state (Arbib 1977).
Empidonax hammondii

HAMHOND'S FLYCATCHER

Spring migrant that should be looked for in the fall also. Remsen
has recorded this species twice in the Granites--once at the pond at Dripping Spring on April 11, 1976, and once at Cottonwood Spring on May 7, 1976.
I was unable to distinguish this species from dusky flycatcher, but from
Remsen's work, it seems that Hammond's is the most common of the two in the
eastern Mojave. Both occur in Brushy Washes and Pinyon-Juniper Woodland.
Empidonax wrightii

GRAY FLYCATCHER

Rare spring migrant. This species can be very difficult to distinguish from Hammond's or Dusky flycatchers; I saw at least two of them in
the Granite Mountains, but others may have gone unidentified. The two records are: April 27, 1978, one at 4300' in Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub in
Cottonwood Basin and one May 17, 1978 at 48~n Pinyon-Juniper Woodland,
also in Cottonwood Basin.
Empidonax difficilis

WESTERN FLYCATCHER

Cove Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Cottonwood Basin, Budweiser
Spring.
Uncommon spring migrant, April 3 to May 28, probably occurs in the
fall too. Western flycatchers are most often found in Brushy Washes, but
also occur in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland from 2700' to 4800'. Only two were
seen prior to April 22, after which they became much more common, and two
to four might be seen in a day.
Contopus sordidulus

WESTERN WOOD PEWEE

Coyote Spring, Cove Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Dripping
Spring, Cottonwood Basin.
Rare spring migrant, May 2 to May 21; also to be expected in the
fall.
Pewees were found in washes and Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, from 3160'
to 4800'.
Nuttallornis borealis

OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER

Rare spring migrant; may also occur in the fall. One record, a bird
seen in desert willows at 3800' in Willow Spring Basin on May 11, 1978.
family Alaudidae
HORNED LARK

Eremophila alpestris

Uncommon summer resident; may also occur as a migrant and winter
resident. I found this species only near Interstate 40 and the Powerline
Road where vegetation had been cleared by humans and was sparsely regrown.
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family Hirundinidae
Tachycineta thalassina (lepida)

VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW

Dripping Spring, Cove Spring, Sheep Corral, Dorner's Camp.
Uncommon summer resident and spring migrant, March 31 to June 14 and
probably to August. All our records are from around cliffs, particularly
near Dripping Spring Pond. In elevation they range from 3300' to 4800'. A
recently fledged juvenile was observed at Dripping Spring Pond on May 21,
1978.
Hirundo rustica

BARN SWALLOW

Rare migrant. Two spring records on April 29, 1978, five were seen
flying over Creosote Bush Scrub at an elevation of 3000' two miles south of
Budweiser Spring, and on May 2, 1978, one was flying over rocks near Coyote
Spring at an elevation of 3400'. One fall record: on September 29, 1976,
Remsen saw one at the summit of Granite Pass.
family Corvidae
SCRUB JAY

Aphelocoma coerulescens (nevadae)
Cottonwood Canyon, upper Willow Spring Basin, Snake Spring,
Granite Peak, Bull Canyon, Bighorn Basin, Silver Peak.

Fairly common resident. Scrub jays are closely associated with Pinyon-Juniper Woodland and were never found away from conifers. They have
been found as low as 3800' in Bull Canyon and as high as 6750' on Granite
Peak. No nests have been found, but I saw three juveniles on May 19, 1978,
one of which was still begging from its parents. Scrub jays were conspicuous due to their loud calls during the early part of the spring, but became
less so in late April. By late May, a few family groups were about and
were calling frequently.
COMMON RAVEN

Corvus corax (sinuatus)

Granite Pass, Cottonwood Basin, Granite Peak, Budweiser Spring,
Willow Spring Basin, north of Bull Canyon, Granite Peak Plateau,
Coyote Spring, Cove Spring Kelso Dunes, Snake Spring.
Uncommon resident. Ravens forage widely over the entire area and
all habitats, from 2500' near Kelson Dunes to 6800' over Granite Peak. A
nest with two well-feathered young was found on a cliff near Carr Canyon,
June 3, 1978. No more than three ravens were ever seen at one time, and
one or two was the usual number. They were noted feeding on dead rabbits
on the Kelbaker Road. Ravens sometimes seemed curious about our presence,
circling widely around us, but not approaching closely .
PINON JAY

Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus

Cottonwood Basin, Bull Canyon, Budweiser Spring, Coyote Spring,
Granite Pass.
Uncommon resident. This species is primarily a bird of the PinyonJuniper Woodland, but it also forages in Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub. It
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has been observed from 3200' at Coyote Spring to 5600' in Cottonwood Canyo~
It seems probable that they breed in the Granite Mountains, but no nests
have been reported. Pinon jays have only been recorded sporadically in
the Granites, but flocks of up to 70 were seen by Remsen in late April
1976.
family Paridae
Parus gameli (inyoensis)

MOUNTAIN CHICKADEE

Granite Peak, Granite Peak Plateau, Cottonwood Basin, Bull
Canyon, Silver Peak, Cove Spring, Willow Spring Basin.
Fairly common resident. Chickadees reside exclusively in PinyonJuniper Woodland from 4200' near Cove Spring to 6750' on Granite Peak.
They were heard singing as early as April 12, and as late as May 28. No
nests were found, but they surely breed in the Granites. Interestingly,
this species is not known to occur in the Providence Mountains and has only
once been recorded at Mid Hills (BLM 1976) although there is extensive pinyon-juniper habitat in those mountains.
Parus inornatus (ridgwayi)

PLAIN TITMOUSE

Cottonwood Basin, Bighorn Basin, Silver Peak, Granite Peak
Plateau, Bull Canyon, Willow Spring Basin.
Fairly common resident, plain titmice were never found away from pinyons and junipers. They range in elevation from 4320' near Cottonwood
Spring to 6000' on Silver Peak and Granite Peak Plateau. Twice titmice
were seen carrying food into holes where they were presumed to be nesting;
one was in a dead cottonwood in Bull Canyon May 9, 1978, and the other was
in a canyon live oak in Cottonwood Canyon, Hay 22, 1978. Plain titmice and
mountain chickadees seemed to be about equally common.
VERDIN

Auriparus flaviceps (acaciarum)

Coyote Spring, Cirk Wash, Willow Spring Basin, Dripping Spring.
Uncommon resident. Verdins inhabit washes which are moderately
brushy at the bases of the mountains. In elevation they range from 2800'
to 3800'. A nest in a catclaw bush was found near Coyote Spring on May 2,
1978. When I looked into the entrance hole, four young birds flew out.
BUSHTIT

Psaltriparus minimus (plumbeus)
Cottonwood Basin, Willow Spring Basin, Snake Spring, Granite
Peak Plateau.

Fairly common resident. Like plain titmice and mountain chickadee,
bushtits have been recorded only where there are pinyons and junipers. They
range from 4100' at Snake Spring to 6200' on Granite Peak Plateau. No bushtit nests have been found, but the continuous presence of bushtits in the
area indicates they must breed here. Most observations have been of pairs
of birds, and the largest flock reported was only five birds. Bushtits
seemed somewhat less numerous than the other Parids of the Pinyon-Juniper
Woodland.
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ffimily Sittidae
Sitta canadensis

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

Cottonwood Basin, Bull Canyon, Granite Peak, Granite Peak
Plateau.
Uncommon winter resident, September 18 to May 5. Nuthatches are
found in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, from 4360' at Cottonwood Spring to 6400'
on Granite Peak. Remsen notes that most of the records of the red-breasted
nuthatches in the eastern Mojave are from the Granite Mountains.
family Troglodytidae
Troglodytes aedon

HOUSE WREN

Rare spring migrant. Only two records: on April 7, 1978, one was
seen at an elevation of 2600' in Bull Canyon Wash, and on April 8, 1977,
one was in a brushy wash at Cove Spring, elevation 4100'. House wrens
should turn up more commonly and also in the fall with increased field work
in the Granites.
Thryomanes bewickii (eremophilus)

BEWICK'S WREN

Budweiser Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Coyote Spring, Dripping
Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Bull Canyon, Bighorn Basin.
Fairly common resident. Bewick's wrens reside in Pinyon-Juniper
Woodland and washes where there are thickets of dense brush. They have
been found from 3280' at Coyote Spring to 6000' in Cottonwood Canyon. No
nests have been found, but family groups with recently fledged young were
seen on April 27, 1978, and May 7, 1978. Bewick's wrens are one of the
most commonbirds in the Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. This species is on the
National Audubon Society's Blue List of declining birds, though populations
in the western United States seem stable (Arbib 1977).
Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus (couesi)

CACTUS WREN

Cottonwood Basin, Cove Spring, Dripping Spring, Sheep Corral,
Willow Spring Basin, Budweiser Spring, Coyote Spring.
Fairly common resident. Closely tied to buckhorn cholla (Opuntia
acanthocarpa), cactus wrens occurred wherever this cactus was present. Beginn1ng 1n mid-May, juveniles were occasionally encountered away from buckhorn cholla; they were noted in desert willow washes and yucca-creosote
scrub. Cactus wrens ranged in elevation from 3300' to 4900'. Nests have
been found as follows: pairs were constructingnests in buckhorn cholla
near Dripping Spring on April 3, 1978, and on April 8, 1977; a nest with
four eggs was found near Cove Spring on April 17, 1977; two adults were
bringing food to another nest near Dripping Spring April 30, 1978. Juveniles were seen frequently beginning on May 11.
Cactus wrens were one of the most common and conspicuous birds in
Yucca-Ohuntia-ColeoEyne Scrub communities in the Granites, particularly
on the aJada near ove and Dripping Springs and on the floor of Cottonwood
Basin. Their raucous calls were heard frequently throughout the spring and
in February.
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Catherpes mexicanus (conspersus)

CANYON WREN

Dripping Spring, Cove Spring, Snake Spring, Cottonwood Basin,
Coyote Spring, Bull Canyon, Carr Canyon, Budweiser Spring,
Willow Spring Basin, Granite Peak Plateau, Granite Peak.
Fairly common resident. This is a bird of roc~ cliffs and large
boulders, occurring wherever these are present. They were found to range
in elevation from 2400' near Carr Canyon to 6400' on Granite Peak. A nest
with at least four young birds in it was found near Dripping Spring on
May 1, 1978. The Granite Mountains have a great deal of habitat for this
species and probably have an unusually high population. While Remsen reported three as the most recorded in the East Mojave on any one day (BLM
1976) I saw or heard at least a dozen on May 8, 1978 and four or more on
several occasions.
Salpinctes obsoletus (obsoletus)

ROCK WREN

Cottonwood Basin, Budweiser Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Dripping Spring, Silver Peak, Sheep Corral, Cove Spring, Snake
Spring, Bull Canyon, Coyote Spring, Granite Peak Plateau, Cirk
Wash, Carr Wash, Bull Canyon.
Common resident. Rock wrens inhabit every area in the Granite Mountains where the ground is covered by large or small rocks. This includes
the edges of many washes and at least parts of every other habitat type
except Stabilized Dunes. They occasionally forage short distances away
from rocks. They range from 2200' in the northwest corner of the area to
6700' on Granite Peak. A nest under a rock on a rocky slope was found
on April 22, 1978, near Carr Canyon Wash. At least five young hopped to
the nest entrance to be fed by their parents. Other adults carrying
food were seen on April 27 and May 2, and we saw large groups several
times in May.
Rock wrens are among the most numerous birds in the Granites. Their
loud and varied calls can be heard almost everywhere except on reckless
bajadas. They are active on even the hottest days.
family Mimidae
NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD

Mimus polyglottos (leueopterus)

Cottonwood Wash, Bull Canyon Wash, Coyote Spring,Granite Pass,
Cirk Wash, near Carr Wash, Dripping Spring.
Uncommon summer resident, April 7 probably to October. Mockingbirds
occur in Brushy Washes, desert willow washes and Yucca-Opuntia-Coleog1ne
Scrub, ranging in elevation from 2500' to 4200'. No nests have been ound,
but juveniles were seen near Coyote Spring on May 13, 1978. Mockingbirds
were widely scattered in small numbers. They were most often seen singing
from perches that rose above the surrounding vegetation, such as desert
willows or mojave yuccas.
BENDIRE'S THRASHER

Toxostoma bendirei

A rare spring migrant. Two records, Van Remsen saw a singing Bendire's thrasher about 3 miles north of Granite Pass on the west side of the
Kelbaker Road, and I saw a pair on April 24, 1978 in Cottonwood Wash at 4100',
among desert willows, catclaw and desert almond. Bendire's thrashers might
be expected in the area in late July when they begin to wander from their
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breeding grounds near Cima (BLM 1976). Remsen expressed considerable concern for this species and suggested that it will probably qualify as a
"sensitive species" under BLM Manual 6890 (BLM 1976).
Toxostoma lecontei (lecontei)

LECONTE'S THRASHER

Willow Spring Basin, north of Bull Canyon, Budweiser Spring,
Cottonwood Wash, Coyote Spring, Dripping Spring.
Uncommon resident or summer resident (BLM 1976); all records in the
Granite Mountains fall between March 25 and May 29. LeConte's thrashers were
found primarily in washes with broad open sandy areas. They were also seen
infrequently in Yucca-O~untia-Coleogyne Scrub, and on Stabilized Dunes.
They were found from 24 0' to 4100'. This was the first species I found
breeding in the Granites; a flightless juvenile was being fed by an adult
in a wash north of Bull Canyon on April 7, 1978. Juveniles were also seen
on ~lay 13 and 21, 1978. Remsen noted that this species is nowhere common,
and its preference for washes makes it particularly vulnerable to off-road
vehicles (BLM 1976).
CRISSAL THRASHER

Toxostoma dorsale
Cove Spring, upper Cottonwood Nash, Bighorn Basin.

Uncommon resident. Most of my records are from areas where brushy
washes border on scattered pinyons and junipers, but Crissal thrashers have
been noted in Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub and brushy washes without confers. They have been found between 4000' and 4900'. No nests were found,
but a fledgling accompanied by two adults was seen in Bighorn Basin on May
17, 1978. One sang vigorously in the upper part of Cottonwood Wash whenever I visited that area, but they were rarely heard elsewhere. On May 19
a Crissal thrasher was seen at 4000' in Cottonwood Wash, a habitat more
typical of LeConte's thrashers, two of which were nearby. Remsen expressed
considerable concern for this species, and recommended that large segments
of washes at upper elevations be set aside to protect it (BLH 1976). Johnson et al. (1948) identified the specimens of this species that they took
in the eastern Mojave as T.d. dorsale, buttheAO.U.ChesklistofNorth American Birds (Fifth Edition,~?) indicates that T.d. coloradense should occur in the region.
Oreoscoptes montanus

SAGE THRASHER

Rare spring migrant. Remsen has sighted this species twice along
the Kelbaker Road near the Granite Mountains: on March 24, 1976 one mile
north of Granite Pass he saw one in a wash at 3760', and the following day
one was spotted three miles south of Granite Pass in cresosote-mojave yucca
scrub at 4000'. This species may occur more commonly in the Granite Mountains area, but it migrates early. Most sage thrashers had probably passed
through before we began field work in 1978.
family Turdidae
AMERICAN ROBIN

Turdus migratorius

Dripping Spring, Cottonwood Spring, Granite Peak Plateau.
Uncommon spring migrant, February 17 to May 5, also to be expected
in the fall. Robins were widely scattered in Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne
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Scrub, washes at the base of the mountains, and Pinyon-Juniper Woodland at
higher elevations. They ranged from 3600' to 6100'. The birds seen in
February may have spent the winter in the Granites.
Catharus guttatus

HEru~IT

THRUSH

Cove Spring, Cottonwood Spring, Bull Canyon, Willow Spring
Basin.
Rare spring migrant, March 4 to May 9, should also occur in the fall.
Hermit thrushes were found in brushy washes, especially where cottonwoods
were present between 2600' and 4920. Only solitary individuals have been
seen.
Catharus ustulatus

SWAINSON'S THRUSH

Rare spring migrant; sighted once at 4800' in upper Cottonwood Canyon in pinyon-juniper-oak woodland on May 16, 1976 by Remsen. This species
probably occurs more commonly. I thought I saw Swainson's thrushes twice
in 1978, but never made a positive identification.
Sialia mexicana

WESTERN BLUEBIRD

Rare winter resident. Only one record; ten birds were seen by Ed
Wessman at Snake Spring in a rocky canyon with pinyons, junipers and oaks
on December 18, 1975. Bluebirds would certainly prove more common if the
Granites were visited by ornithologists more often in the winter.
Myadestes townsendi

TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE

Willow Spring Basin, Cirk Wash, Dripping Spring, Bull Canyon,
Granite Peak Plateau.
Uncommon spring migrant, April 14 to May 11. This species was found
in brushy washes and Pinyon-Juniper Woodland from 2800' to 6000'. We saw
them most often in Willow Spring Basin.
family Sylviidae
Polioptila caerulea (amoenissima)

BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER

Dripping Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Coyote Spring, Silver Peak,
Willow Spring Basin, Sheep Corral, Cove Spring, Snake Spring,
Bull Canyon Wash, Granite Peak Plateau, Budweiser Spring, Bighorn Basin.
Fairly common summer resident, March 24 to June 4, and probably to
September. Blue-gray gnatcatchers were found in all habitats except Creosote Bush Scrub and Stabilized Dunes. They were most common where there
were large, dense shrubs scattered among more open vegetation. They occur
from 2600' in Bull Canyon Wash to 6400' on Silver Peak. No nests were
found, but a female was seen feeding two recently fledged juveniles in Willow Spring Basin on May 6, 1978. These are among the most common and widespread birds in the Granite Mountains. One near our camp at Cove Spring
regularly served as an alarm clock, waking us up with his loud buzzing
calls well before dawn.
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Polioptila melanura

BLACK-TAILED GNATCATCHER

Rare spring migrant. Susan Hartgraves saw a male near Dripping
Spring on April 10, 1978. I saw another there on May 21, 1978, and again
two days later. One was collected in the Granites on May 16, 1969; the
specimen is at California State University, Long Beach.
Regulus calendula

RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET

Cottonwood Basin, Cove Spring, Dripping Spring, Budweiser
Spring, Bull Canyon, Willow Spring Basin, Silver Peak, Sheep
Corral, Granite Peak Plateau.
Fairly common winter resident, December 4 to May 11. Ruby-crowned
kinglets were most often encountered in brushy washes and Pinyon-Juniper
Woodland, but they were also seen in every other habitat type except Stabilized Dunes. In elevation they ranged from 2500' in a wash north of Bull
Canyon to 6200' on Granite Peak Plateau. Kinglets were fond of feeding in
flowers of bladderpod, causing pollen to be deposited on their throats and
faces.
I must admit I was momentarily confounded when first confronted
with a "yellow-throated" kinglet.
family Bombycillidae
CEDAR WAXWING

Bombycilla cedrorum

Rare spring migrant, May 6 to May 21. We saw this species twice in
the Granites--on the aforementioned dates in 1978. The first sighting was
at 3000' in Bull Canyon where two were seen in a desert willow; the second
was at Dripping Spring, where seven were feeding on mistletoe berries in a
brushy wash at 4000'. Wilbur Mayhew saw some in the Granites on May 18-20,
197 3.
family Ptilogonatidae
Phainopepla nitens (lepida)

PHAINOPEPLA

Dripping Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Budweiser Spring, Cove
Spring, Snake Spring, Bull Canyon, Coyote Spring, Cottonwood
Wash.
Fairly common summer resident, March 24 to at least June 4. Phainopeplas inhabit washes where catclaw acacias host its main food source,
desert mistletoe. They have been recorded from 2500' to 5200'. A nest was
found in a pinyon near Dripping Spring on April 13, 1978; I could not see
into it, but both parents were attending it. On April 30, 1978, I observed
a nest in a catclaw with three downy young in it, also near Dripping Spring.
family Laniidae
Lanius ludovicianus

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE

Granite Pass, Coyote Spring, Budweiser Spring, Cottonwood
Basin, Willow Spring Basin, Bighorn Basin, Dripping Spring,
Cove Spring.
Fairly common resident. Shrikes occur in open scrub, except at high
elevations. They range from 3200' to 4400'. An adult feeding three
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fledglings was seen on April 27, 1978, and juveniles were seen several
times thereafter. Shrikes were noticed in greater numbers beginning in
late April, and though some of these were young birds, it seemed that the
adults were more conspicuous then as well. This species is on the National Audubon Society's Blue List of declining birds, but populations seem
stable in the western United States (Arbib 1977).
family Sturnidae
Sturnus vulgaris

STARLING

This species was not recorded in the Granites prior to April 4, 1978
when we saw three at Granite Pass. They were seen there and at the ponds
at Dripping Spring sporadically thereafter. This introduced species is
notorious for usurping the nest holes of native birds. Its entry into the
area is regrettable.
family Vireonidae
GRAY VIREO

Vireo vicinior

Rare spring migrant. Two records: one sang briefly from a pinyon
near Dripping Spring on April 28, 1978, and another was seen in PinyonJuniper Woodland in Bull Canyon on May 9, 1978. Although this species
breeds nearby in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland at Mid Hills, I could find no
evidence of nesting in the Granite Mountains. Southern California ornithologists have expressed concern that this species is declining in the area,
primarily due to brood parasitism by brown-headed cowbirds (BLM 1976, Arbib 1977). Since this is a sensitive species and it breeds nearby in habitat similar to that in the Granites, ornithologists who visit the Granites
should be particularly watchful for territorial gray vireos.
SOLITARY VIREO

Vireo solitarius

Dripping Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Cove Spring, Bull Canyon.
Rare spring migrant, April 11 to May 16. Has been found in brushy
washes and Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. It is recorded from 4000' at the Dripping Spring Ponds to 5500' in Cottonwood Basin. Both the gray and olivebacked forms have been seen.
WARBLING VIREO

Vireo gilvus

Cottonwood Basin, Coyote Spring, Dripping Spring, Bull Canyon,
Cove Spring.
Uncommon spring migrant,April 30 to May 21. Warbling vireos occur
in brushy washes, Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, and there is one record from
Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub. They have been seen from 2900' to 5000'.
family Parulidae
ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER

Vermivora celata

Willow Spring Basin, Sheep Corral, Cottonwood Basin, Dripping
Spring, Granite Peak Plateau, Cove Spring, Cirk Wash, Coyote
Spring, Bull Canyon.

340

Fairly common spring migrant, March 25 to May 24, probably occurs in
the fall as well. Orange-crowned warblers are most often found in Brushy
Washes, but have also been seen in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, Sandy Washes,
and Creosote Bush Scrub. This species has been found from 3300' in Sheep
Corral to 6200' on Granite Peak Plateau. Orange-crowned warblers were one
of the most common early migrants in 1978. Numbers began declining in
early May, and only three were seen after May 11. There is one odd record
of an orange-crowned warbler collected by Remsen June 24, 1977 at Cottonwood Spring.
Vermivora ruficapilla

NASHVILLE WARBLER

Dripping Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Cove Spring, near Coyote
Spring.
Fairly common spring migrant, April 8 to April 30. Almost all of
the Nashville warblers found in the Granites have been in brushy washes,
from 3900' in Willow Spring Basin to 4100' at Cove Spring. One was also
seen at 5500' among scattered pinyons and junipers in Willow Spring Basin.
This species had the shortest migratory period of any of the common migrants
in the Granites. In 1978, it was seen only from April 13 to April 30,
though several birds could be seen in a day during that period.
Vermivora virginiae

VIRGINIA'S WARBLER

Rare spring migrant; on April 27, 1978 I saw one at 4700' in dense
willows and oaks along one of the watercourses in the Pinyon-Juniper Woodland near Cottonwood Spring.
YELLOW WARBLER

Dendroica petechia

Coyote Spring, Bull Canyon, Cove Spring, Budweiser Spring,
Dripping Spring.
Uncommon spring migrant, May 6 to May 21. All records are in Brushy
and Sandy Washes from 2900' to 4100'. Yellow warblers are found more often
in mesquite and desert willows than earlier migrating warblers. This species is on the National Audubon Society's Blue List of declining birds and
has suffered severe population reductions in California.
Dendroica coronata

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER

Cottonwood Basin, Dripping Spring, north of Bull Canyon, Cove
Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Granite Peak Plateau, Cirk Wash,
Coyote Spring, Bull Canyon.
Fairly common spring migrant, March 24 to May 16, also to be expected in the fall. Yellow-rumped warblers are found most often in Brushy
Washes, such as at Dripping Spring and in Willow Spring Basin, but they
have also been seen in all habitat types except for Stabilized Dunes. This
species ranged from 2500' to 6000'. Only the Audubon's form has been found
in the Granite Mountains. This is one of the earliest migrants in the
Granites; only occasional individuals were seen after April 22 in 1978.
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Dendroica nigrescens

BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER

Willow Spring Basin, Dripping Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Cove
Spring, Granite Peak Plateau, near Carr Wash, Bighorn Basin.
Uncommon migrant and summer resident. April 9 probably to October.
Territorial birds are found only in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, but migrants
also occur in Brushy Washes. Migrants have been seen as low as 2700', and
singing birds as low as 4400'.
The highest elevation at which they have
been recorded is 6000'. No nests have been found, but territorial males
were singing on April 22 and thereafter throughout our field work. This is
the only warbler likely to breed in the Granites.
Dendroica townsendi

TOWNSEND'S WARBLER

Bull Canyon, Coyote Spring, Dripping Spring, Willow Spring Basin.
Uncommon spring migrant, April 27 to May 22. Townsend's warblers
occur in Brushy Washes and Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, from 3400' to 6000'.
More of these birds occur at higher elevations in the pinyons and junipers
than in the Brushy Washes where most migratory species are found. Townsend's warblers may be as abundant as a "fairly common" species, but are
less frequently observed because they occur widely at lower densities.
HERMIT WARBLER

Dendroica occidentalis

Cottonwood Basin, Willow Spring Basin, Cove Spring, Coyote
Spring.
Rare spring migrant, April 22 to May 21. Hermit warblers occur in
Pinyon-Juniper Woodland and Brushy Washes, from 3160' to 4800'. Like Townsend's warbler, this species may be more common than indicated because it
occurs widely in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland.
HACGILLIVRAY'S WARBLER

Opororonis tolmiei

Cottonwood Basin, Coyote Spring, Dripping Spring, Willow Spring
Basin, Bull Canyon, Budweiser Spring.
Uncommon spring migrant, April 14 to May 21, also to be expected in
the fall. These birds are found usually from 3200 ' . to 4800' in Brushy
Washes, but they have also been recorded in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland and
Creosote Bush Scrub. In 1978, MacGillivray's warblers were most abundant
in mid-Nay.
WILSON'S WARBLER

Wilsonia pusilla

Cottonwood Basin, Dripping Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Coyoyte Spring, Bull Canyon, Cove Spring, Budweiser Spring.
Fairly common spring migrant, April 14 to May 28, probably occurs in
the fall as well. Most records are from Brushy Washes but they have also
been noted a few times in oaks. They range from 2900' to 4800'. Wilson's
warblers were among the most common migrants throughout the spring in 1978,
but were most numerous in mid-May.
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family Icteridae
Sturnella neglecta

WESTERN MEADOWLARK

Dripping Spring, near Van Winkle Mountain.
Rare spring migrant, April 1 to May 23. We found meadowlarks twice
at the ponds at Dripping Spring, and twice in grassy Creosote Bush Scrub
near roads--all at elevations close to 4000'.
Icterus cucullatus

HOODED ORIOLE

Rare spring migrant. We saw a pair of hooded orioles in the Brushy
Wash below Dripping Spring (4000') on April 20, 1978 and again on April 30,
1978.
Icterus parisorum

SCOTT'S ORIOLE

Cottonwood Basin, Dripping Spring, Bighorn Basin, Willow Spring
Basin, Bull Canyon, Coyote Spring,
Uncommon summer resident, April 6 probably to July. Scott's orioles
were found most often at the lower edge of the Pinyon-Juniper Woodland,
where this merged with Yucca-OEuntia-Coleogyne Scrub, but they were also
seen among yuccas and cKOIIas 1n the absence of pinyons. They were found
from 3280' at Coyote Spring to 5400' in Willow Spring Basin. Almost all of
our records are of male birds, which are conspicuous due to their beautiful
song and handsome plumage.
BREWER'S BLACKBIRD

Euphagus cyanocephalus

Rare spring migrant; one record, a female seen by Steven Bailey May
22, 1976 at Dripping Spring.
Molo~hrus

ater

BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD

Granite Pass, Dripping Spring, Cottonwood Spring, Coyote
Spring.
Uncommon spring migrant, April 29 to May 20. So far cowbirds have
been recorded only at springs and at Granite Pass, from 3200' to 4360'.
Only single individuals were seen prior to 1978, but I saw about 40 on
April 29, and 9 three days later. In both instances the flocks were following cattle. This brood parasite is expanding in the eastern Mojave and
could soon take up summer residency in the Granite Mountains, with a deleterious effect on some of the smaller passerines.
family Thraupidae
Piranga ludoviciana

WESTERN TANAGER

Willow Spring Basin, Cottonwood Basin, Bull Canyon, Bighorn
Basin.
Uncommon spring migrant, April 24 to Hay 22, also to be expected in
the fall. Western tanagers have been found in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland,
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Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub, and Brushy Washes, from 2900' in Bull Canyon
to 5500' in Cottonwood Canyon. Almost all sightings have been of male
birds.
family Fringillidae
Pheucticus melanocephalus

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK

Cottonwood Canyon, Coyote Spring, Cove Spring, Dripping Spring,
Bull Canyon, Cirk Wash, near Carr Wash.
Uncommon spring migrant, April 3 to May 22, probably also occurs in
the fall. These birds occur in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland and Brushy Washes,
from 2700' to 4900'. Two males were singing and fighting with each other,
and two females were nearby, in Cottonwood Canyon on May 22, 1978. The
area is a wet drainage in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland with many oaks and willows. On June 3 none of the birds could be found.
LAZULI BUNTING

Passerina amoena

Coyote Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Willow Spring Basin, Dripping Spring, Bull Canyon.
Fairly common spring migrant, April 14 to May 22, also to be expected
in the fall. Almost all records are from Brushy Washes, from 2900' in Bull
Canyon to 4500' in upper Cottonwood Basin. Flocks of up to 10 have been
seen.
EVENING GROSBEAK

Hesperiphona vespertina

Rare fall migrant; one record, a bird at a temporary pond along the
Kelbaker Road near Granite Pass, seen by Kristin Berry and others on October 17, 1975.
CASSIN'S FINCH

Carpodacus cassinii

Cottonwood Basin, Granite Peak Plateau, Dripping Spring.
Rare spring migrant. One was seen by Remsen on March 24, 1976. In
1978, I saw four birds of this species at three locations between Hay 2 and
May 8. Three of these records are of single birds in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland up to an elevation of 6000' on Granite Peak Plateau, and one is of two
birds in the brushy wash at Dripping Spring.
HOUSE FINCH

Carpodacus mexicanus (frontalis)

Cove Spring, Dripping Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Coyote Spring,
Willow Spring Basin, Sheep Corral, Snake Spring, Bull Canyon,
Budweiser Spring, Granite Peak Plateau, Cirk Wash, Carr Canyon, Silver Peak.
Abundant summer resident, and some may winter although there is a
movement of house finches to lower elevations in winter in the eastern Hojave (BLM 1976). They occur in all habitats with the possible exception
of Stabilized Dunes, but are most abundant near open water. House finches
have been found from 2200' in Cirk Wash to 6400' on Silver Peak. We found
six nests. The first two were near Dripping Spring on April 13, 1978, and
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each contained five eggs. Another with four recently hatched young was in
Cirk Canyon on April 22; one found April 27 in Willow Spring Basin had three
eggs that day, one more each of the next two days, and four downy young on
May 22. Another nest near Dripping Spring had five eggs on April 30, and
one near Coyote Spring had five young just starting to get feathers on May L
House finches showed a definite preference for areas with water.
Early in our field work, when open water was available at many places, they
were more widespread than later in the season. They were often seen drinking at springs and ponds.
Carduelis pinus

PINE SISKIN

Cottonwood Basin, Silver Peak, Coyote Spring, Dripping Spring,
Willow Spring Basin, Budweiser Spring.
A spring migrant of varying abundance, from April 21 to May 21; also
to be expected in the fall. Remsen found only single birds on three occasions in 1976; however, in 1978 I saw flocks of up to 60 on several occasions. They were in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, Mixed Mountain Scrub, and
~rushy Washes.
Pine siskins have been found from 3160' near Coyote Spring
to 5400' on Silver Peak.
Carduelis psaltria (hesperophilus)

LESSER GOLDFINCH

Dripping Spring, Cottonwood Spring, Cove Spring, Willow Spring
Basin, Bull Canyon, Budweiser Spring, Cirk Wash, Coyote Spring,
Bighorn Basin.
Fairly common summer resident, March 25 to at least May 28. Lesser
goldfinches were most often found in Brushy Washes, but they may occur in
any habitat near springs. They have been recorded from 2600' to 5800'. A
nest with five eggs was found in a creosote bush at 3200' in Cirk Wash on
April 22, 1978.
Carduelis lawrencei

LAWRENCE'S GOLDFINCH

Rare spring migrant. Two records: a male seen by Remsen on April 11,
1976, and a pair I observed on April 22, 1978--all near Dripping Spring at
4000'.
GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE

Pipilo chlorurus

Uncommon spring migrant, April 3 to May 8; also to be expected in
the fall. Green-tailed towhees were observed most often in Brushy Washes,
particularly where there are scattered pinyons and junipers. They also occur in Pinyon-Juniper Woodland and Mixed Mountain Scrub from 2800' to 5400'.
Green-tailed towhees were encountered more commonly toward the end of their
migration period.
Pipilo erythrophthalalmus (montanus)

RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE

Cottonwood Basin, Bull Canyon, Snake Spring, Willow Spring
Basin.
Uncommon resident. Rufous-sided towhees are found in dense brush in
Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. They range from 4000' to 6200'. No nests have
been found, but the continuous presence of rufous-sided towhees in the area
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indicates that breeding must occur. Almost all winter records of this species in the East Mojave are from the Granite Mountains (BLM 1976).
Passerculus sandwichensis

SAVANNAH SPARROW

Rare spring migrant. Two records: Remsen saw one in Cottonwood
Wash at an elevation of 4320' on February 19, 1976, and I saw one in a wash
north of Bull Canyon at 2500' on April 12, 1978. The February record was
extremely early, but without any other reports of this species wintering in
the East Mojave, it seems most likely that it was a migrant (BLH 1976).
Ammodramus savannarum

GRASSHOPPER SPARROW

Martin Cody (1971) mentions this species as one occurring in mixedspecies finch flocks at the base of the Granite Mountains. Remsen has
pointed out that grasshopper sparrows are very rare in the California desert (BLM 1976). It weems unlikely that Cody could have observed more than
one or two of the birds.
Amphispiza bilineata (deserticola)

BLACK-THROATED SPARROW

Cottonwood Basin, Budweiser Spring, Dripping Spring, Willow
Spring Basin, Silver Peak, Sheep Corral, Cove Spring, Bull
Canyon, Coyote Spring, Granite Peak Plateau, Cirk Wash, Carr
Wash.
Common summer or year-round resident; some birds may depart in winter. They occur in all habitats in the spring except Stabilized Dunes and
dense Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. They may be more restricted in winter (BLM
1976). This species has been found from 2100' in Cirk Wash to 6000' on
Granite Peak Plateau. Two nests were found: Sheryl Salasky discovered one
with three eggs on April 19, 1978 at 5900' on Granite Peak Plateau, and I
found another with four eggs on April 21 at 4600' near Cove Spring. Juveniles were first seen on May 2, and were noticed several times thereafter.
Black-throated sparrows seemed to have the broadest habitat range of any
bird in the Granites. This is one of the few birds normally encountered
in Creosote Bush Scrub. Adults and juveniles were found as low as 2100',
even in June.
Amphispiza belli

SAGE SPARROW

Winter resident, November to February 19. Remsen found sage sparrows abundant in the East Mojave in the winter of 1976, but neither Johnson
et al. (1948) nor Cody (1971) indicate that they are that common. From
Remsen's records in the Granites, I would rate them as fairly common. Sage
sparrows have been reported from Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub, and PinyonJuniper Woodland, and probably also occur in Creosote Bush Scrub and washes.
Junco hyemalis

DARK-EYED JUNCO

Cottonwood Basin, Cove Spring, Dripping Spring, Silver Peak,
Budweiser Spring, Granite Peak, Snake Spring, Willow Spring
Basin, Granite Peak Plateau.
Common winter resident, February 17 to April 29. Juncos were often
found in Brushy Washes and Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, and also occur in Mixed
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Mountain Scrub and Yucca-Opuntia-Coleogyne Scrub. They range from 3840' at
Budweiser Spring to 6600' on Granite Peak. Almost all of the juncos observed in the Granites have been of the Oregon junco type. We saw one
slate-colored junco on February 19, 1978 with a flock of Oregon juncos by
the ponds at Dripping Spring. This species probably occurs in the area as
early as September, but the paucity of fall field work in the Granites
leaves us with February 17 as the earliest date.
Spizella passerina

CHIPPING SPARROW

Cove Spring, Snake Spring, Bull Canyon Wash, Budweiser Spring,
Coyote Spring, Dripping Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Granite Peak
Plateau, Willow Spring Basin.
Fairly common spring migrant, March 23 to May 21, should also be expected in the fall. Chipping sparrows occur most often in Brushy Washes,
but they are also found in Yucca-0¥untia-Coleogyne Scrub, Pinyon-Juniper
Woodland, and Creosote Bush Scrub rom 2500' to 6000'. Chipping sparrows
were most often seen in flocks of 5 to 10. They were encountered only
three times after April 26.
Cody (1971) remarked that chipping sparrows peaked in abundance
about two weeks prior to the passage of the bulk of Brewer's sparrows.
Such a relationship was not clear in 1978; chipping sparrows were found in
fairly constant numbers throughout April, while Brewer's sparrows increased
somewhat in numbers towards the end of that month.
BREWER'S SPARROW

Spizella breweri

Cove Spring, Snake Spring, north of Bull Canyon, Budweiser
Spring, Dripping Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Coyote Spring,
Cottonwood Basin, Cirk Wash.
Common spring migrant, April 4 to April 30. Johnson et al. (1948)
reported Brewer's sparrows wintering in the Providence Mountains area in the
late 1930s, but they were not found in the winter by Remsen (BLH 1976) or
Cody (1971). They are found in Yucca-Opuntia-ColeoBbne Scrub, Brushy Washes
and, less commonly, in Creosote Bush Scrub; from 22 ' near Kelso Dunes to
4300' on the floor of the upper end of Cottonwood Basin.
In 1978, Brewer's
sparrows occurred in flocks of up to 25 or more individuals, as well as in
smaller groups. Two mixed flocks of Brewer's sparrows and white-crowned
sparrows were the largest aggregations of passerines I saw. These sparrows
often sang after mid-April. They became more common toward the end of the
month, and their departure was quite sudden; as many were seen on the last
day they were observed as at any other time.
BLACK-CHINNED SPARROW

Spizella astrogularis (euura)

Fairly common summer resident, March 30 probably to September. Blackchinned sparrows are typically encountered on slopes with scattered shrubs,
but also occur in Brushy Washes. They have been found from 3600' near Coyote Spring to 6750' on Granite Peak. An adult carrying food, probably to
feed young, was seen on May 8, 1978, and fledglings were seen on May 12 and
21.
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Zonotrichia leucophrys

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW

Cottonwood Basin, Dripping Spring, Willow Spring Basin, Sheep
Corral, Cove Spring, Snake Spring, Bull Canyon Wash, Budweiser
Spring, Cirk Wash, Carr Wash.
Common winter resident, February 18 to May 11; they probably occur
as early as September. White-crowned sparrows were rarely encountered
away from washes with more-or-less dense brush. This species ranged from
2500' to 4600'. Remsen found white-crowned sparrows rare above 3000' in
the East Mojave in the winter of 1975-76, but the study by Johnson et al.
(1948), Martin Cody's characterization of their status (1971), and my own
observations in February 1978, suggest that they are usually more common
in winter. It will probably take several years of careful observations to
determine the factors influencing their distribution. In 1978, I found
white-crowned sparrows individually, in small flocks, and in large flocks
of up to 30 or more birds. At times they were observed flocking with
other sparrows, particularly Brewer's. After mid-April they often sang
when in large flocks.
Zonotrichia atricapilla

GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW

Dripping Spring, Cottonwood Basin, Willow Spring Basin, Bull
Canyon.
Rare spring migrant, April 13 to May 5. Golden-crowned sparrows
were found in Brushy Washes from 4000' to 4800'. They were usually encountered in pairs, though on one occasion six were seen in a flock with four
white-crowned sparrows. Remsen (BLM 1976) questioned Cody's (1971) inclusion of this species as one of those occurring in wintering finch flocks.
Though there is little evidence of golden-crowned sparrows wintering on the
California deserts, they are certainly regular migrants through the region.
Melospiza lincolnii

LINCOLN'S SPARROW

Dripping Spring, upper Cottonwood Wash, Willow Spring Basin,
Junk Car Wash.
Rare spring migrant, March 25 to May 13. Lincoln's sparrows occur
in Brushy Washes usually near open water from 3250' to 4700'. All sightin~
have been of solitary birds.
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